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8 T1. Fiber 8 7 publihed. will in the er T have 
given of this extraordinary man, and will ſhew with What 
Caution, and how circumſpectly officers ſhould- be directed 
to proceed in the apprehending of offenders, the importance af” 
ſecuring the papers, letters, or pocket books, which frequently 
tend to diſcovery, and prove the moſt certain evidence for convict- 
ing the offenders, as well as their accomplices; upon the firſt out- 
ſet much depends, and after apprehending the offender or offen- 
ders, the taking the examination carefully before any commitment. 
is made, no opportunity for converſation or tokens to paſs betwixt 
accomplices, or the receivers and buyers of their ſtolen goods. Al- 
ter commitment, and time for recollection after the firſt ſurprize is 
over, conſeſſions are not. ſo frequently made, neither will they be 
received in a public court of juſtice with that credit, as when taken 
before impriſonment : ee a and perſeverance in the magiſtrate 
is highly neceſſary, that he doth not adjourn his proceedings until 
he hath acquired every circumſtantial account the priſoner will give, 
it matters not whether true or falſe, or ever ſo trifling, it may hap- 
pen to be of the greateſt conſequence, either to conhrm the charge, 
or acquit the accuſed, and care ſhould be taken that „nothing tran- 
ſpires until the accuſed is committed or diſmiſſed: as I ſhall here 
after have much to ſay on the cautious manner examinations ſhould 
be carried on, I ſhall diſmiſs it now, and give my, readers a few ob- 
ſervations on the ſubject of this book. 

Coining hath bats long a growing evil, and experience. teacheth, 
that the feverity of the laws have not prevented the purſuit thereof, 
notwithſtanding the frequent examples made inferrorem perſons, 
who perhaps would not commit other crimes, engage therein; ſuch 
Ne 8 CT Leg was 
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was ; Tilley' 8 charkdlve before: he was apprehended, and indeed men 
olf a bad character could not long purſue the iniquitous trade; one 


great cauſe of this dangerous offence being ſtill purſued and fol- 


| lowed, is the eſcape of accomplices, and the admitting ſuch as evi- 


dences, which often turn out like Lightowller, the principal and 
ableſt artiſt, and who never refrain, but continue the practice and 


inſtruct others therein: no one ſhould have a pardon but on condi- 


tion of being baniſhed to the Indies for life. 1 have given the laws 


offenders of this fort are liable to; that they may | be attended to, is 
the Wan wiſhes - ...- 89 5 
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An Abſtract of the Laws concerning Clipping, 
Counterfeiting, and Coining of Money. 


1 LIPPING was not counterfeiting within the meaning of the 
Stat. 25th Ed. III. but it was declared to be high treaſon by a 
ſubſequent Stat. viz. 3d H. V. and ſo the law flood till iſt Mary, 
and then that act was repealed; but afterwards, by 5th Eliz. clip- 
ping, waſhing, rounding or filing the proper money of this realm 
(for lucre ſake) or of foreign Oy made current here, was made 
high treaſon. 

Afterwards by the 18th Eliz. impairing. falſifying. or making 
light our coin, or foreign money made current here (for lucre ſake) 
was made treaſon. Theſe are crimes of the fame nature with clip- 
ping, but they differ in the puniſhment; for theſe later offences 
work no cortuption of blood. 


But now a new law is made to prevent the clipping, diminiſhing, 
or impairing the coin of this realm. 
That the buyer or ſeller of clippings or filings, or any perſon 
who ſhall knowingly have them in his poſſeſſion, ſhall not only 
forfeit the ſame, but likewiſe one hundred pounds, one moiety to the 
king, and the other to the informer; and ſhall alſo be burnt in the 
right cheek with the letter R, and be committed till he pay the fine. 
And in order to diſcover ſuch perſons, it is by the ſame ſtatute 
enaQed, that two juliices in any county, and one or more wardens 
of the company of Gold{miths, with two or more of their ailiſtants, 
if within the weekly bills, &c. may enter the houſe of any ſuſpeaed 
perſon ; and if reſiſted, may with the aſſiſtance of a conſtable break 
it open, and ſeize the bullion, and the perſon, and examine him or 
her upon oath, viz. whether it was lawful filver, and whether the 
ſame was not the current coin of this realm, or the clippings there- 
of before it was melted ; and if it 1s not proved by oath, as afore- 
ſaid, or by the oatli of a credible witneſs, that it is lawful filver, 
and that the ſame was not clippings before it was melted, then the 
B two 
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two juſtices may commit the perſon, and ſecure the bullion, and 
compel the witneſſes to enter into a recognizance to proſecute ; and 
if the perſon upon his trial on an indictment for melting the cur- 
rent coin, &c. ſhall not prove by the oath of one witneſs, that it 
was lawful filver, and that it was not the current coin, &c. nor clip- 
Pings thereof before it was melted, he mult be found guilty, and be 
committed without bail for ſix months. ; 
He that apprehends and proſecutes ſuch offender to conviction, 
ſhall receive of the ſheriff forty pounds within a month after convic- 
tion, producing the judge's certificate. 
Caſting ingots of ſilver, or ſtamping any marks to imitate Spaniſh 
bars, penalty five hundred pounds, and forfeiture of the ſilver ſo caſt. 
By another flatute made 8th and gth Will. they who make pun- 
cheons or dyes knowingly, or mending, beginning, or proceeding 
to make them, or allfting therein, or any edging-tool, or coining- 
preſs, or cutting engine, or having in their poſſeſſion any ſuch pun- 
cheon without any lawful authority, ſhall be guilty of high treaſon. 
So likewiſe any perſons conveying out of the mint any puncheon, 
dye, &c. and perſons knowingly concealing the lame, ſhall be 
guilty of bigh treaſon... 
he like penalty on perſons making the edges of any counter- 
feit coin, and likewiſe on thoſe who colour or gild any coin in re- 
ſemblance of the current coin, or round blanks of baſe metal, or 
ilding ſilver blanks fit to be coined. 
And if any puncheon or dye is ſound in the nollefon of any 
perſon not employed in the mint, it may be ſeized.” and produced 
in evidence againſt ſuch perſon, and then it ſhall be broke into 
pieces; and fo. ſhall any counterfeit money produced in evidence: 
And this muſt be done in open court, or in the preſence of ſome 
juitice of the peace, and then delivered to whom of right it doth 
belong. | | 
. Perſons blanching copper for ſale, or mixing blanch'd copper 
with ſilver, or buying or ſelling, or offering to ſale, any maleable 
mixture of metals, which ſhall be heavier than ſilver, and look, and 


touch, and wear like gold; or he who ſhall * Pay, or put off 
coun- 
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counterſeited mill'd money, or any mill'd money unlawfully dimi-, . 
niſhed, and not cut in pieces, for leſs than its denomination doth -»44 
impart; every ſuch perſon ſhall be guilty of felony. 
his act was at firſt but temporary, but being ſound: by experi— 
ence to be very uſeful, therefore it was by the ſtatute of 9th Anne, 
made perpetual. ; 
And whereas the proſecution upon that act was to be within 
three months aſter the offence, that time was enlarged by this ſub- 
ſequent ſtatute, as to any proſecution for making or mending, or 
beginning or proceeding to make or mend any coining tool or in- 
ſtrument therein prohibited, or by making money round the edges 
with letters; for in all theſe caſes, the proſecution may be at ny 
time within ſix months after the offence committed. 
By an act gth and 1oth W. it was made lawful for any perſon to 
cut or break in pieces any ſilver money tendered in payment which 
ſhall be diminiſhed, or which by the impreſſion, colour, or weight, 
| ſhall be ſuſpected to be counterfeited, and the perſon tendering the 
_-_ ſame, ſhall be at the loſs ; but if it is full weight and good money, 
: then the perſon breaking it, ſhall receive it at the rate, for which it 
was coined. 
Any diſpute ariſing, whether the piece cut is counterſeited, ifin 
a City or town corporate, ſhall be determined by the chief magiſtrate; 
if in the country, then by the next Juſtice of the peace, who may ad- 
miniſter an oath as he ſhall ſee it convenient. # 
The teller and clerks of the Exchequer, and the general receivers 
of every branch of the revenue and taxes, muſt cut every counter- 
feit piece that ſhall be tendered in payment; and the better to diſ- 
cover the ſame, ſhall weigh in whole ſums or otherwiſe, all ſilver 
money by them received. | | 
This was treaſon by the common law; and 'tis held, that waſh- 
ing, filing, diminiſhing or ſelling, &c. for lucre ſake, is counter- 
feiting within the meaning of the ſtatute of 3th Eliz. and the coun- 
ſellors, conſenters and aiders within the {tatute of 18th Eliz. 
Forging our coin without uttering it, is treafon; and foreign coin 
made current, 1s miſpriſon of treaſon, 
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Impfrting, or bringing counterfeit foreign coin knowingly, it is 
treaſon, by the ſtatute 25th Ed. III. But then it muſt be brought 
from a foreign nation, not under the defomimatiens of England, and 
it muſt be in likeneſs of our money, and the importer muſt know it 
to be counterſeit, and muſt make payment thereof. 
One witneſs is ſufficient to convid the offender. 
Uttering falſe money, knowing it to be ſo, 1s not high treaſon, 
but a great miſdemeanor, and finable. 
But if he who utters it doth know who coined it, or if he ſupplied 
the coin er with coining tools, or with ſilver, and money is coined 
accordingly; in either of theſe caſes, he who utters it, is guilty of 
high treaſon, becauſe he is aiding and aſſiſting to the e | 


By later STATUTES. 


Ii any perſon ſhall waſh, gild or colour, either lawful or counter- 
feit ſilver coin, in order to have the reſemblance of a guinea or half 
guinea, or ſhall by colouring or waſhing or any other means, ſo as 
to make balf-pennys, or farthings, to have the reſemblance of a ſix- 
pence or ſhilling, both principal and accomplices being aſſiſtants there- 
in, will be guilty of high treaſon. 

I be putting off or tendering in payment, any counterfeit money, 
knowing it to be ſuch, the puniſhment for the firſt offence, fix 
months impriſonment ; ſecond, two years, and ſureties for good be- 
haviour for the like terms; and the third, felony without clergy ; 
and juſtices of the general quarter ſeſſions, may hear and determine 
_ theſe offences. 

An accomplice diſcovering two or more offenders, ſhall have his 
pardon: Reward on conviction of offenders, forty pounds. 

Counterfeiting halfpence and farthings impriſonment, and ſureties 
for fix months: Reward on conviction, ten pounds. 

In the time of Hen. I. coiners were puniſhed with loſs of their 
eyes, or cutting off their private members. 

In time of Hen. V. It was ordained, that no gold ſhould be offer- 
ed in payment unleſs . it were wien ; and ſcales and weights were 
then appointed. 


INTRODUCTION 


near Preſton in Lancaſhire, and bred a carpenter ; every other 


Being the Hiſtory and Anecdotes of T. 1 5 — 
HOMAS Lightoler was born in the quaſh of Walton Laddle, 


art he became maſter of, he acquired by hisown natural abilities, and 


was one of the moſt extraordinary mechanical genius that ever ap- 


| peared in this kingdom at that period: He was apprentice to his 


father, a carpenter, who died and left three ſons, Thomas, Timothy. 


and Henry, and ſeveral daughters. The firſt knowledge I had of 
them, were from the Ka, brothers in and about the: year 1750. 


they being then employed by the late Lord Warwick, in the beauti- 
fying the inſide of the caſlle at Warwick; the carved work perform- 


ed by them, drew the attention of perſons of the firſt rank; but un 
fortunate for the family, the unhappy turn and diſpoſition of Tho- 
mas for that pernicious crime of coining; his unſettled and vicious 
turn prevented them deriving the great advantages that might have 
accrued therefrom, advantages that no other perſons ever had, in a 
ſuperior degree, to themſelves ; which I think it is unneceſſary for 


me to give any farther proofs of them, than what will appear in-the 
following lines. 


In the year 1751, he was engaged ith a number of perſons i in the 


coining trade, at Walſall, Bilſton, &c. In the year 1752, G. B. and 


Co. were deeply concerned with him in coining: G. B. got a very 


conſiderable ſum both by metal and the profits of coin. 


This year I employed Thomas in doing me a piece of carved work, 


he and, his brother having doge ſome very curious. finiſhed Ln in 
the caſtle at Warwick as aforementioned. TRY 


The firſt account I meet with of Thomas een is in the year 


, 


17.41, when I find he entered into articles with Thomas Price Eſq; 


of Peullergare in the county of Glamorgan, for the erecting and 
building.of a work-houſe, for. working and maunfacturing of mineral 
earth and water, Which was to be planned and laid out, by him, and 


C likewiſe 
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likewiſe to overſce and direct the artificers, labourers, and brick- 
layers to be therein employed, a ſufficient number of whom he was 
to provide; likewiſe he was to do his part as a plumber and carpen- 
ter: Alfo that he the ſaid Thomas Lightoler ſhould direct, manu- 
facture, order, dreſs, and manage the ſaid mineral earth and water, 

to the beſt advantage of the ſaid Thomas Price Eſq; and the other 
proprietors of the ſaid work; and farther that he ſhould continne 
in the working, manufaQuring, ordering, and managing the ſame 
in a workman-like manner, for the term of forty years; that he 
ſhould not leave, quit or depart the ſaid work during that time, 
without the conſent of the ſaid Thomas Price Eſq; or the other pro- 
prietors; and that he ſhould not directly or indirecily undertake, 

direct, or adviſe, or manage any other work whatſoever, of the 
ſame or like nature with that of Trewidda, in his own name, or 
for his o- uſe, or in the name, or for the uſe of any- other perſon 
or perſons whatſoever, during the ſaid term of forty years, and not 
to diſcloſe: or make known to any perſon or perſons the method, 
ſecret, or manner of manufaQuring, ordering, dreſſing, or manag- 
ing the ſaid mineral earth or waters, or any other material or in- 
gredient made uſe of in the ſaid mineral work, Step to the ſaid 
Thomas Price Eſq; and Griffith Price his ſon. 

In confideration of which, he the ſaid Thomas Lightoler was to 
receive the ſum of eighty pounds, during the ſaid term of forty years, 
by quarterly payments, or one guinea per week, the remains to be. 
| ſettled and paid quarterly, and to have a building. erected as a 
dwelling for the ſaid Thomas Lightoler and his family to dwell in; 
and graſs for a cow and horſe, alſo coal and candle; at any time 
and wi thin the ſpace of three years, he ſhould be admitted to advance 
a fam not exceeding two hundred Pounds. as a ſubſcriber towards | 
the carrying on the ſaid works 

This appears to have been a very nnen bargain, and 
might have been fortunate for him, if he had poſſeſſed the leaſt grain 
of honeſty or honour, to have performed his undertaking. In the 
year 1744. he was in Cardiff goal for coining, See C. Hackſhaw's 
. dsted Oct. 29, 1744; but by wut means he eſcaped I can-_ 

not 


with Brown the tenant, for all the tools, &c. and the leaſe of the 


ru | 
not inform my readers, but refer them to all the information'I can 
give them. See C. Hackſhaw's letter, May the 6th, 1745. In the 
year -—— I found propoſals for an agreement for the making of 
alum. See the account. In the year — — another propoſal of a 
plan for the making of files. See the plan itſelf, and letters and pro- 
poſals to Mr. Wood of Worceſter, and likewiſe to Alcock and 


Kempſun of Birmingham. Jan. gth 1752. In Sept. 1732, 1 again 


find him purchaſing tools for the coining buſineſs, particularly a 
neſt of crucibles of [James Moore. In the December following, an 
order for count erfeit money from James Waldtam, cheeſemonger, 
London. In 1753.1 found an order from Dumbleton of Banbury, 


and letters wrote in ambiguous terms from one John Greenwood, 


and a letter dated Alceſter, Feb. 8th, 175g, from his brother Henry, 
who had left him on account of his dangerous proceedings; in 
which letter he tells him, that there was a bill found againſt him, 
as he was informed, for high treafon, and he believed it to be true. 
In July 1753, Tilley invites him to Coventry, and acquaints him of 
a houfe that was fit for his purpoſe. In Sept. following, he agrees 


houſe. Brown was ſuſpected to have carried on the trade of coin- 
ing. Amongſt other letters in the year 1754, was one from Jean 
Healey of Leyland, with an order for dyes, the wife of one of them 


who were executed at Lancaſter. A letter from Frizo, with an or- 


der for Pinchbeck guineas, and white metal crowns, dated October 
iſt, 1755. During the years 54 and 35, it appears the coining buſineſs 
engroſſed his attention greatly, though at this time called himſelf 
box maker, carver and engraver, which ſeveral trades he well un- 
ſtood: As he ſeldom continued long in one buſineſs, ever reſtleſs 
and unſettled, not owing to the frequent diſcoveries of his treaſon- 
able practices only, but the continual debauch'd courſe of life he 


| lived in, and the continual expence of baflardy, which prevented 


his proper attendance upon his employers at Birmingham, as aP- 


pears from a number of letters which I have not given the public. 
There was not one perſon who had any concern with him but were 


ſufferers; the Blackwell's, who were > endeavouring to draw him to 
London 


1 
N 
7 
2 
1 
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London, and article for. a houſe, were conſiderable ſufferers. In 
January 1955, he was in the Iſle of Man, his brother-in-law was 
with him; they had been to diſpoſe of baſe coin, for which they. 


were taken up, but made their eſcape in getting off to ſea, were fired 


upon, and his brother died of a wound he received in his back. 


See his letter dated Feb. 4th, 1755. Soon after this he fell into com- 
pany with the family of Healey's, whom he engaged to teach the 


art of coining, provided them tools, &c. for that purpoſe. For 


farther particulars, ſee Mr. Chamberlayn's information. Healeys 
were convicted and executed at the ſame time Lightholer were in- 


dicted, and a bill found. againſt him . After this happened during 
the winter 1955, he was in treaty with the Blackwell's for a houſe 


and ſhop in London, but from letters. during that period, it appears 
he was, from knowing the bill was found againſt him at Lancaſter, 


under continual apprehenſions, abſented himſelf from his houſe in 
Coventry. And it was about the beginning of the year 1756, that 
"Tilley and Lee put in force the bill of ſale againſt him, by which 


means he was put out of his dwelling, and took lodgings, where he 
was taken, and apprehended afterwards by me, the vegipning of 


May following. 
In the beginning of May, in the year 17 56. an information was 


brought to me, ſigned by Lord Chief Juſtice Ryder, with a letter 
of requeſt, that I would uſe my endeavours to apprehend Thomas 


Lightoler, againſt whom the grand jury at Lancaſter had found a 
bill for coining, together with two perſons of the name of Healey at 


. 2 by that _— 


5 


— 


99) 


R. 


Here follows the Letters found upon him. 


E AR THOMAS, Dated Oct. 29, 1744. 


Received yours, dated the 16th of this inflant, which brings me 

very ſorrowful news; but I hope to God you are not guilty of 
what you are impriſoned for; and hope by this time you have got 
bail, in that you ſay you expect every day; as for the man you 
mention which ſwore againſl you, I've made what enquiry I can of 
the time, but can't hear of any ſuch man living in Burmley, and it 
he told you he ever was at our houſe, it was a great ſtory, for I never 
heard of that name before, but I ſhall enquire farther about it, but 
as for my part, I don't believe there is any ſuch man. I need not 
tell you what a ſickneſs I have had, you having trouble enough al- 
ready, beſides I ſuppoſe your mother may have acquainted you, for 
I defired her in a letter ſo to do; but my illneſs was nothing of grief 
in compariſon with this. Oh! to think of you being in priſon, and in 
danger of loling your life, almoſt ſtrikes me dead; I wiſh you had ne- 
ver returned to Swanzey, then perhaps you had miſs d this misfortune; 
but tis in vain to wilh for things palt: When you write again, pray 
let me know when the alhizes will be held, and whether you have 
any hopes of being brought off, for Im in pain altogether about 
you, and 1f I can be a friend in any thing, it ſhall not be wanting, 
ſo I remain. your ſorrowful friend, 


CATH. HAWKSHAW. 


Pray Write again as ſoon as you pleaſe, and if there be danger, 
write thus, That you intend to go to London, or ſome other re- 
mote place before you come io Lancaſhire; if there be no danger 
write, I hat you think of coming to Lancaſhire before long; ſo 
if it be broken open, no one will know the meaning: I don't 
know whether I can come home or not by reaſon of bad health, but 
you may let me know, if you think proper, how the road — for 
if I come it will be on foot, and let me know what anſwer you; 

D Have 


A 
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have got from Sir Henry Houghton and your mother; fo wiſhing 

you all health, and proſperity in the affair, I remain your ſorrowful 
N G - 


I believe yours was Wenke open as you had ſealed it twice, the 
wax was ſealed with a portabello; pray when you write again ſeal 
win wafer. 

To | kick FELT 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, | 23; 
to be left at Mr. Thomas William's 1 
in Cardiff, Glamorganſhire, 
by the croſs Poſt, turn at 
amen 


DEAR THOMAS, Ip Sholey, March 1, 1944--5. 

CCORDING to my promiſe, I've ſent you three guineas by the 
hand of your brother, who I hope you have ſeen before this, 

your mother Tonk, but what it may have colt in coming to you [I 


cannot tell; I would have ſent mine by bill, but could get none for 


fo ſmall a ſum; but I truſt to providence it will come ſafe to your 
hands, for they ſet off from Walton on Monday laſt, which was the 
23th of laſt inſtant, hoping to ſee you in a few weeks time; but 
dear Thomas, be careful in laying it out, for I borrowed part of 
mine, and write me a ſpeedy anſwer that I may hear how you go 
on, for I'm in fear altogether leſt it ſhould be worle than what you 
have told me, ſo pray write me the truth; and if you ſhould ſuffer 
I'm afraid I cannot live, and I greatly fear it: Pray pardon bad 
writing and me, if I have any way done you wrong, but I have 


hopes not, it being far from my heart doing wrong to any one; ſo 


muſt conclude, your ſorrowful friend, with prayers for your par- 


don. 
C. H AWK SHAW. 


I'm forry I cold not be acquainted with what you and your 
mother have had in hand, I think I had been the fitteſt: Pardon 
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my laſt, for J forgot to date it, and don't forget to write; from your 
faithful and ſorrowful 


C. HAWKSHAW. 


To 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, to be left at 
Mr. William's in Cardiff, South Wales 


Glamorganſlhire. 
By the Croſs Poſt, turn al Genen 


DEAR CHLD, 


This minute received yours, with a deal of thankfulneſs to hear 
of Timothy's ſafe arrival to you; 1 hope it will be ſome com- 
oa to have him with you, and I pray God Almighty direct every 


one that is concerned for you, to act for the beſt every way: I aſ- 
| ſure you the report William Chaſh raiſed of me as to marriage, is 
as falle as poſſible; J don't deny but there might be ſuch a thing 


ſpoke of, but if the perſon had been ever ſo agreeable, I ſhould be 
very far from thinking of ſuch a thing whilſt you are in that place, 


it has not been ſo little grief to me, I aſſure you, whatever falſe 
reports you may hear; | think you have ſuffered too much by one 


rogue than to have credited another's lies of your. poor mother; the 
rogue reports he is for buying one of the houſes, I beg you will 
never write to him of any buſineſs whatſoever whilſt I am alive: 


Sir Harry ſays Mr. Harding was with him, to aſk what theſe poor 


houſes are worth that he might let you have ſome money on them, 
if your life be ſpared; he ſaid he durft not meddle before the aſſizes: 
But my dear child. had you wrote home that you had wanted more 
money, you ſhould have had it if I had been obliged to have ſold 
my clothes; but you know you owe Harding money already, that he 
would be very glad to get the writings into his hands: I was obliged 
to ſend to my uncle for a copy of your father's will before 1 could 
have that ſmall ſum to ſend you: The taxes are fo great and re- 


pairs ſo many, that what I muſt do till it gets cleared, I cannot tell, 


but I hope my good God will direct me for the beſt ; but my fears 
ND 2 
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are 10 great about you, chat it cauſes other things to be laid aſide at 
preſent ; but I hope, for God Almighty's ſake, that you will let me 
know how matters go on as ſoon as poſſible : I would gladly have 
come to you if you had ſigned the writing; I ſhould have been with 
you by this poſt, but if it go well with you, I ſhall be better where 1 
am. I am ſurpriſed Timothy ſhould tell you ſuch a grand lie about 


* 


me lending Humphry Harriſon books, I ſolemnly declare I never 
lent him a book in my life, but I think I am'born to be belied; one 
1 lent Robert, the book your father had of Sharpes, and no other I 


had to lend but the book about the roads; I have not ſo much as a 
prayer book of my own : I greatly fear things were opened at Mr. —— 
I bid Timothy to aſk you about the ſaucepan, there are many things 


wanting but I cannot tell what till I have got the parcel from Mrs. 


Price's, but the ſaucepan I can ſafely ſwear I ſaw you put in very 


well filled with things to keep it from dangering, the cover of it is 


come and but one bed curtain; at preſent you Rave otaer things to 


mind, but pleaſe God you get clear, which ſhall be my prayer night 


and day, I ſhall write more about them: Pray my fon Timothy, and 
deſire him to be cautious (this line of the letter was tore off) 
Since he promiſed to ſend me his old coat to have made Harry one 
againſt Eaſter, but he has not: I ſuppoſe you have received a letter 
from me, you may know the hand, he thought I ſhould not write 
as he had a mind without he wrote himſelf. I have this hour ſent 
Alice to couſin Catty with my letter; we have had ſuch fears of 
Timmy being loſt in ſome ſnow-drift, expecting to have heard of him 
this three poſts : The children all deſire to be attectionately remem- 
bered to you both, I am dear child, your affectionate, 


very much afflicted mother, 


Pray don't fail writing. March iy: M. LIGHTOWLLER. 


To 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, 
At Mr. Thomas William's 
In Cardift, South Wales, 
Glamorganſhire. 


The 


EN 


The following are part of two letters from M. Lightowller to 
her ſon Thomas Lightowller, directed to him at Mr. Thomas Wil- 
liams's in Cardiff, inp je” Wig the beginning, and the end of 
which two letters were torn off. 


{+ I ſuppole the chief reaſon you would not ſign, was becauſe you 
heard that I was going to be married to Humphry Harriſon, I af- 
ſure you there is nothing-in it, but if you ſuſpect it, I would deſire 
I may have my thirds, and that you would ſettle the reſt of the rents 
to be received by any friend you can truſt, to go towards the bring- 

ing up of your two little ſiſters and little brother, or elſe they muſt 

be caſt upon the town of Walton, for I can do nothing for them 
out of my thirds, which will be very ſmall when taxes and repairs 
are deducted; you know it was your dear father's dying words and 
delire to you, that the tenement ſhould go towards the bringing 
up of my children, and I hope you will come over. 


Hoping that if it pleaſe God to grant you liberty, you will en- 
deavour to improve your miſpent time, and whillt you are in that 
diſmal place, that you may be crucified to the world as well as ſe- 
queſtrated from it, that as you are ſhut out from its converſation, 
you may in heart and mind aſcend and dwell above, and endeavour 
to have! 


DEAR THOMAS, Sholey, May 6, 105. 
Received yours about a week ſince with great joy, to hear you 
are at liberty, hoping for the time to come you will be more 
careful in chuſing your company, and laying out your money; Iwas 
very ſorry to hear how you return d home, both without money 
and clothes, but never would name it becauſe of the goal you have 
been in, but hope now you'll take care to redeem them as ſoon as 
poſſible, if ever you think to ſee me, or that I ſhould perform what 
you requeſt, for you know that I can't bear to think of debt, nei- 
ther can I think of you keeping with ſuch as with David Harris, for 
to "org nn with ſuch (as Jam informed) he and che Watch- 
E maker 
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maker is, are very likely to bring you into trouble again, ſo I hope 
you'll avoid this for your own good; perhaps you may think I take 
too much liberty in ſpeaking ſo plain, but 'tis as I wiſh you well, 


for if I did not reſpect you and wiſh you as well as myſelf, I ſhould 


never have taken up my time in writing to you ſo often, nor been at 
the expence of loofing yours, ſo if there be any breach of friendſhip, 
twill be owing. to yourſelf; you deſired to know whether my pa- 
rents had heard of your confinement, to which I anſwer, that it was 
as much talked on as if it had been in our own neighbourhood, 

but as many as have mentioned it to me, I have utterly denied hav- 
ing any knowledge of it, and I believe our folks partly believe it to 
be untrue; however, it has made a great uneaſineſs, which I believe 
will hinder me from coming to Wiggan this May, elſe perhaps might 


have ſeen you: I hope your brother is in good health as I am at 
pielent, ſo conclude, your faithful whilt —— C. 


I ſaw Mr. Horrobin to-day, he told me he heard you was hang d 


and pretended great ſorrow, but I ſoon reſolved him, ſo he deſired 
to be remembered to you. Dear Thomas, let me have a particular 
account how every thing is with you as ſoon as you can, and how 
you are in health; my ſervice to your brother, except the ſame your- 


ſelf, from your 
For | C. HAWKSHAW. 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, | 8 
In Cardiff, South Wales, 
Glamorganſhire. 
by the croſs Poſt, turn at 
_ Glouceſter. 


DEAR THOMA 8. 
[ Beg pardon for not anſwering yours before now, but I'd thought 
to have ſent what I mentioned, before this time; for I was at 
Walton thinking to have left it with your mother, but Moot with 
news contrary to my expectation was the reaſon 1 deferred it, but 
hope in a weeks time to go to Preſton, and if I can ſend it, I will; 
3 ET if 
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if not, I'll venture to leave it with your mother; if I ſhall! undertake 

the trouble ſhe'll hardly be ſo ungrateful as to refuſe ſending it to 
you: I am very ſorry to hear your mother has no more love for 
you, than to deſire you to ſign away your right at Walton for four or 
five guineas, under pretence that ſhe can no other way aſſiſt you, 
and that you ſhould have no more regard for yourſelf, than to bring 
yourſelf under ſuch ſtraits as to give your birth-right, as it were, for 
a meſs of pottage; but if there be no other way of ſaving your life, 
I ve nothing more to ſay, for all that a man has will he give for 
that; but above all things, have a care of the man in priſon with 
you, for he'll hang you before he'll ſuffer himſelf, and 1 hear he is 
kept in priſon for that purpoſe; if the villain comes again, and his 
oath be punctual againſt you, if you cannot prove that he does it 
out of ſpite, I'm afraid it will go hard with you, but if any one can 
witneſs that he ſays he'll be your enemy, and that hell ſwear that 
right or wrong, 'twill weaken his oath: I ſuppoſe you have had 
better advice than I can give you, but none that wiſhes you ſo well, 

ſo God be with you and iend you ſafe into Lancaſhire again, from 

Your friend, 


HAWKSHAW. 


I need not tell you that your mother is for being married again, 
I ſuppoſe your uncle Charles has made you acquainted with that as 
well as other things; pray don't ſay any thing that 1 mentioned her, 


let her marry who ſhe will tis nothing to me: Two of your laſt lei- 
ters were poſt free. 


To 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, 
at Mr. Tho. William's in Cardiff, 
South Wales, Glamorganſhire. 
By the Croſs Poſt, turn at Glouceſter. 


SIR, Darliſtone, Sept. 12, 1751. 


1 Deſire that you will let me know when you will come and bring 
the remainder part of the things, but I am much ſurpriſed that 
you ſhould have ſo bad opinion of me, as to any ways think I want. 


t0 
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to fling you; I left your wife word which way I would do: I will 
pay you your ſhare at twice when you come over, and will give you 
a note of hand for the reſt, otherwiſe will buy it out and out. 


From yours, 
Jos. JONES. 


P. S. You come over with it; but pray let that man knownothing 
about it, but let him know that you and I have parted and cannot 


agree: Pray let me have an anſwer by the bearer, I have got all 
things TeuGy.. 


BOT 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 
near the New Chapel, 
n 


7 do ks acknowledge, chas if Thomas Lightowller will 
ſettle to his buſincſs in compleating the file engines which 
he has been employ'd about ſome time paſt by us: And alſo uſe 
all reaſonable diligence in forwarding the ſaid work, and in all 
other reſpects behave himſelf as a reaſonable man would do, we 
promiſe, that as ſoon as a patent ſhall be granted and aſſigned as by 
agreement, that we will uſe all means in our power to forward 
the ſaid work, and alſo execute articles of partnerſhip with him 
agreeable to the tenor of the articles now ſubſiſting between us, and 
will alſo endeavour to the utmoſt of our power, to ſettle all his affairs 
With all his creditors in ſuch manner, as will give any reaſonable 


man ſatisfaction. 


ALCOCK and KEMPSON. 
gth Jan. 1752. 


And 8 


If the ſaid Thomas Lightowller ſhould at any time propoſe any 
ſcheme to us which there's a ſtrong probability will be for the mu— 
tual advantage of us, we will at any time undertake to manage his 
part of the direction of the file engines till ſuch time as a model can 
be made to verify me uſe of ſuch ſcheme, and in caſe it ſhould ſuc- 


ceed 
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reed, we will immediately uſe all means in our power to carry it 
into execution, on the ſame terms as our preſent agreement is, con- 
cerning the file engine; but we think it will be very imprudent to 
begin any new ſcheme before this preſent 1s compleated, and ſo on 
if hereafter we ſhould begin another. 


Birmingham, 21 Nov. 1752. 
SIR, 

18 day I received a twenty pound bank note, ſo don't fail 

him ſending them packd up in one or two baſkets in bags 
well ſtrawed, directed to be left at John Legas, porter, and ſend 4 
direction to put on here in a letter. 
Dont fail. | . 
TS: 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 

In Wallall. 

London, Dec. 6, 1752. 

"STR, 
Vöstenber I ſaw a ſample of your goods, which my brother 

Benjamin Pinley brought up to town, and I like them very 
well; ſo that if you'll get me five pounds ready as ſoon as poſſible, 
and pitch upon a wagoner to bring them, 111 ſend the money down 
direct; let them be as good as thoſe I have ſeen, they came from 
Thomas Pinley, and Benjamin tells me he has them from L. has fif- 
teen for a ſhilling: I ſhould be glad of an anſwer by the return of 
the poſt, and then I ſhall have time to ſend the money down. Direct 
for me as this. For James Waldron, cheeſemonger, in Kent Street, 


London: 


Birmingham, 17th Jan. 1753. 


S IR., 
O your deſire I got metal ready, and now you never come for 

it; and I ſcnt a parcel of metal to Mr. Jos. Jones, and this 
day he was here, and ſays he never ordered any : I don't think you 
uſe me as I do you; in the holidays you ſent word, that you would 


F lend 
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ſend twenty pounds by your man, and it all amounts to no more 
than talk. I deſire to hear from you to-morrow, I am 
| Your humble Servant, 
To = . GEO. BIRCH. 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 
In Walſall. 
Bring an anſwer. 


Ettingſal, e 30, 1753. 
Mr. LIGHTOULDER, 
E expected to have ſeen you before this, as the affair requires 
— ; had you ſent it laſt week, you might have had 
moſt of your money by this week, and we propoſe giving you ſome 
part at delivery, and a note of hand for the remainder at a ſhort 
date; which, with other privileges, will anſwer your end better 
than keeping it idle, and the ſooner things are compleated, the bet- 
ter for us all; if you think proper to give us a final anſwer, it will 
ge your friends and ſervants, | 
To | a Te 1. and R. B. 
Mr. Tha, Linkiontder, 5 5 
near the Windmill, 
at Walſall. 


j 


Coventry, July 22, 1753. 
SIR, . . 
HIS is to acquaint you, that Mr. Brown goes out of his houſe 
at Michaelmas; ſo if you intend to come, pray come in a 
weeks time to take it, otherwiſe it will be taken, for it is a very 
compleat houſe, and Mr. Brown ſays, he ſhould be glad if you come, 
for he deſires to ſell moſt of his work-tools, and as they are ſtanding, 
they will be uſeful for you, he thinketh, and he will fell them at a 
reaſonable rate. From your ever well wiſher, 


JONATHAN TILLEY, 


Bir- 


| 23 ] | 5 
Birmingham, Dec. 22, 1753. 

SIR, 

I Deſire you will ſend me what money you can to-morrow, 1 being 

very ſhort againſt Chriſtmas, your compliance will oblige 

| Your humble ſervant, 

Send an n anfwer, Tam GEO. BIRCH. 

forwarding a parcel of metal. | 
” ig 

Mr. Tho. Lightoulder, 

In Wall. | 5 

ED July 15th, 1754- Stone, 

5. 

OT receiving any order when the goods would be in readineſs 
which I ordered when I ſaw you at Stone, which you pro- 

miſed at that time ſhould be ready in a fortnight ; I deſire you will 

get them ready againſt Monday the 22d of July: I deſire you will 

have them in readineſs according to my order. Sir, pray fail not, 

becauſe you know it is a loag way to go about trifles, your ſincere 

friends, Joan Nichorrs and JOSHUA, 


Pendlenton, Stone, Staffordſhire. 


If you ſend a letter, direct for John Nicholls, Baker, in Mill Lane, 

Stone. Staffordſhire: When I come, if 1 like the goods, will give 

orders for quantities. I have a brother in the city of Dublin ſaleſ- 
man in pots. | 85 


To 

Mr. Tho. Lightoulder, Carver, 
on St. John's Bridge, at London, $Sber. , 1754. 
Covenuy. | 5 
SIR, 


Think you have received my letter I ſent you yeſterday was 
ſeven- night; I ſhall be very glad to receive an. anſwer of it by 


the return of the poſt, or by letting me know you'll come your- 
ſelf; 
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ſelf; I ſhould be very glad to ſpeak with you, according ſome pat- 
terns, and to ſee the patterns you promiſe me. I am 


Sir. 
My direction. e Your humble ſorvaitt; 
To | | 
Mr. Jas. Anth. Mattin, GASPART FRISAW. 
at the 7 Stars, Roſemary Lane, 1 
London. 


Liverpo9l, Feb. 4, 17 55. 
DEAR PEGGY, 


I Hope you will excuſe my not writing before this, my reaſon I 


ſhall let you know when I come home, neither had I any oppor- 
tunity; I landed here yeſterday, I was. ſhipwrecked laſt Thurſday 
noon, and only myſelf and four more were ſaved; the veſſel ſtruck 
upon Douglas head, and in two minutes went to the bottom: I am 
well, not any ways hurt, only the loſs of my clothes: I intend, God 
willing, to be at home the beginning of next week. I have an ac- 
count of brother Gill's death, he left this place in perfect health, as 
I am inform'd by Mr. Parker. I beg keep good ſpirits all will be 


well; my little ones and you I long to ſee; My kind reſpects to 
ſilter, Mr. and Mrs. Tilley, and all friends, ſo remain much con- 


cern'd for brother Gill's exit, and am your ever conſtant huſband, 


- abſent, 


THO. LIGHTOWLLER. 


DEAR AUNT, Birmingham, March 21, 1755, 

* mother received yours, and would have anſwered it ſooner 
but had not opportunity, by reaſon ſhe has had ſo much bu- 

fineſs under hand concerning her affairs; ſhe has had file cutters, 
and jobbing-ſmiths, and appraiſers of houſehold goods, and one to 
ſettle her books, and one body or other ever ſince Saturday laſt, ſo 
that ſhe has not had a minutes time to herſelf; it has been ſuch fa- 


tiguing work for her, ſhe has hardly been able to ſtand upon her 


legs, but now ſhe i is in hopes the worſt is over: She was very ſorry you 
laid 
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laid it ſo much to heart about my uncle not coming over to ſee you, 
but ſhe has ſent for him to come over again, and expects him here 
next week, and then ſhe is in hopes he will come over to you, and 
order things more to your ſatisfaction. Mother received a letter 
ſrom Liverpool laſt Monday, from a gentleman who informed her, 
that my uncle Lightowller was come over from the Ifle, and was 
ſetting out to come home, but he was arreſted by ſome people from 
the Ifle, who has laid him in Liverpool goal, for a debt of ten 
pounds that he has contracted; what will become of him ſhe does 
not know: The mare that my uncle rode upon never came to hand 
till Monday laſt, and mother was obliged to fend to Liverpool to 
redeem the mare before ſhe could have her, and it coſt her three 
pounds ten ſhillings, which is all from | 


Your ever loving nephew 
love to you, and ſhould be glad TH 0. nn 
of your immediate anſwer, to ( 
know how you are. 
To 

Mrs. Margaret Lightowller, 

near the Bull's head, in Biſhop 

Street, Coventry. 


N. B. My mother deſires her | 


HEREAS there is an agreement made between Thomas 
Lightowller, Simon Ambroſe, and Thomas Blackwell, and 
Thomas Siddall; to enter into equal co-partnerſhip in engines of 
various ſorts, ſuch as the ſaid Thomas Lightowller and Thomas Sid- 
dall may be capable of making, or directing to be made; and that 
all the ſaid co-partners ſhall have an equal profit ariſing from the 
lame, whereof this note or writing, is deſigned and meant for the 
binding of the ſeveral parties : In witneſs hereof, we each of us 
have put our hands this 21ft day of Augult, 17 55. 
Simon Blackwell 
Ambroſe Blackwell. 
Thomas Blackwell. 
5 Thomas Siddall his X mark. 
G Wal- 


1 
[i 
| 
| 
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Mr. LicHTOWLI.ER 3 Walſall, Sept. 29. 1755. 


SIR, 
1 Would have wrote to you before, but I expected you over at the 


wake, I conſidered upon what you and I conſulted upon at 
Wedneſbury, and ſhould be very glad to go on with it; there is a 
few objections which 1 doubt will be very difficult, firſt, if the dyes 
ſhould Track or be any ways deficient, and you ſhould be our on 
buſineſs, then the work miſt ſtand and diſoblige maſters : I ſhould 


be very glad if you lived within fix miles of town, or if I could have 


any correſpondent of vours at Birmingham, to help in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity: I ſhould be very glad to ſee you at Walſall, for our people 


thinks it's a very intricate thing for a perſon to manage that's un- 


acquainted with it; I am informed it will coſt near twenty pounds. 


Pleaſe to ſend an account what things will be wanting, and the 


charge; ſo no more at preſent, but my complements to all friends. 


I am 


Yours to command. 5 
GEO. HI L LL; 


P. S. Mr. Blackham was with me a day or two ago, about what 
you know of; you deſired me to ſend you word of Mr. Prophet, 
Mr. Warden fame him by Matt. Roſs that evening as you went from 
there, and ſaid he knew nothing of you being in town. 


N. B. There has been a great diſturbance at Birmingham con- 


cerning bad gold; it's Portugal coin, the Soliciter has been down 


from the mint, and as by report, found ſeveral pieces upon a Chap- 
man which bears a very bad character: I hope you won't take it 


ill at me ſending you this, but ſome people pleaſe to joke with me 


that they think it's you that's concerned, but by ſufficient circum- 
ſtances, I hear it is one at Birmingham. 
To 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller 
oppoſite the Pack-horſe 
on St. John's Bridge, | 
Coventry, Warwickſhire. London, 


\ 
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1425 London, Oct. 2, 1755. 
SIN. 
OURS received but to no ſatisfaction to any affairs in hand; 
what I write now concerning the houſe, and how you would 
have the ſhop built to your mind, I have met the gentleman' ſo 
many times, whillt I am aſhamed of ſetting one time and another 
for it to be fixed, and unleſs you give me a punctual anſwer by 
Monday's poſt, I muſt loſe twenty pounds upon a forfeit, ſo excuſe 
haſte, I depend upon your anſwer then, and am 
Sir, your humble ſervant, 


There is no orders as you ſpoke of, SIMON BLACKWELL, 
whom ever is in the fault. | on 


P. S. Pray dont fail your anſwer at the return of poſt, for the 
penalty which I cannot get off. My love to brother, and I received 
his order, which will ſend by Saturday's wagon, pleaſe God. 

„ 

Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 

on St, Johns Bridge, 
| Coventry. 


SIR, 


V E have ſent to you ſeveral times, in order for an inſtrument 
or two by way of eſſay; and as to the dyes you may ſend a 
proper thin plate to lamp them on, but we requeſt of you to ſend 
one two or three, &c. of inſlruments without dyes, in order to ſee 
what perfection it can be brought to, for we want to have a quan- 
tity made of the fort we mentioned. One or two without the ſtamp 
of the dye will make no odds, we were in hopes of having ſome 
hundreds from you before now, for it has hindered us greatly in 
not advertiſing, and we now wait to ſee what we can ſay to the 
public with relation to this improvement; therefore we earneſtly 
beg you would as ſpeedy as poſſible, ſend as above, and then you 
may expect another order for a quantity: We have promiſed ſome 
time ago to our correſpondents in London, &c. &c, to help them to 


ſome 


—— — — —— — 
. - —— : ——— — — 
K nm * ce * 


time, from 
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ſome of them in a very ſmall time, therefore it is all this while loft 


Your ſincere and true friend, 
To. PTY | 
Mr. Lightowller, J. HULLS and Company. 
at Coventry. | | : 


Douglas, Jan. 12, 1755. 
Promiſe to pay upon demand, to Mr. James Bourne of Liver- 
pool, for my paſſage from hence there, the ſum of three pounds 


three ſhillings, according to contract. 


Witneſs my hand, THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER. 


Mr. LIGHTOWLLER, 


SIR, 

Wrote to you laſt week and expeted an aer mother and 1 are 

agreeable to get up a ſtamp as ſoon as poſſible: I intend to go 
to Birmingham next week, if buſineſs ſuits, to ſee a little of them, 
and ſhould be very glad of your advice in a ſtamp; if you will be 
pleaſed to ſend me account what things will be wanting to compleat 
a good ſtamp, and the charge ſeparate, in ſo doing you'll greatly 
oblige 

Your humble ſervant, 

P. S. Pleaſe to ſend an anwer GEO. HILL. 

per return of poſt. To 

Mr. Lightowller at Mr. Reeves' 8, 

Breeches- maker, St. John's Bridge. 
Coventry. 


1 April 15, 1755. 
Moſt worthy Mr. LicHTOWLLER, 
HIS with my love and ſervice to you, and alſo my loving and 
charming maſter. Honourable and loving maſter, this is to 

let you know concerning your affairs with Birmingham, and by 
theſe lines to let you know, that D was ſent for to the work 
houſe 


[29] 
houſe on Monday morning, and a warrant was delivered to him 
to ſerve you for the child's charges, and at the delivery of the war- 
rant to him, Abraham Spooner and Michael Alcock promiſed him 
a crown for the taking of you, and Monday he hath been on the 
ſearch every where for to find you, and Ned Smith's wife has been at 
the workhouſe at the fame time, for her pay for the child; ſhe 
came to me yeſterday and told me the ſame, and Wooldridge {wore 
at the old George on Monday night, if you came to Birmingham 
by night or by day he would have you, or the Devil ſhould have 
him. Tou may uſe your on difcretion, but would have you be 
upon your guard, for if you ſhould come to town ms your 
would find my words no otherways than truth. 
Concerning the other errand, F went on Monday to ſee for the 

fellow, but was gone home ſick of the fever, but this day I met 
wich a young man as hath been in the town a great while, a Jobbing- 
_ ſmith, à man of a very good reputation, and counted a very in- 
genious good workman, and for the ſake of improvement, would be 
willing to contract for ſome time, I gave him all the ſatis faction I 
could, and if you have a mind, I deſire you would ſend a letter 
to Bages, where you would meet him, and when your will ſhall 
be fulfilled as far as power goeth, yourever well wiſher. 


To DAVID DOWWELL. 
Mr. Lightowller, 
Box-maker and Engine Turner, 
in Coventry. Theſe 


SIR, 


1 Hope your good diſpoſition towards public jnſlics will enable 

you to take the cauſe in hand, which I ſuppoſe my ſpouſe by 
25 time has given you an account of, but perhaps in not ſo clear 
a light as is requiſite on ſuch occaſions; there was a bill of ſale 
given to Jonathan Tilly | one year three quarters ago, or upwards; Lee 
being only a witneſs to the ſigning of it, and no other perſons preſent 
at that time (I hope no affront to mention, that bills of ſale ought 
to be immediately executed within a limitted time;) in the next 


H = place 


8 To} 
place, they turn'd a woman and both my children into the ſireet by 


5 compulſion, which were in poſſeſſion; 1 took the houſe of Mr. Ken- 
drick, not of Lee or Tilley, and I further obſerve, that every thing 
in the inventory when the bill was given, was upon the premiſſes 


when they entered, and a conſiderable quantity of other. goods and 


working utenſils, bought by me ſince that time (proper exceptions 
in the bill of ſale according to form;) there is ſome effects of other 


perſons, all which I find upon oath made, they are accountable for;. 


and parc of my-wife's wearing apparel they likewiſe illegally detain, 


notwithſtanding they are excepted in the bill of ſale: I cannot 


— 


conceive what buſineſs Lee had there at all, but this is not material, S 


1 have ordered my wife to give you your fee, it required : 1 will ei- 
ther be upon the ſpot or depute ſome one to act for me as ſoon as'l 
can end the affair with the overſeers of Packinton; I have both 


friends and money to pulli with vigour in this action, which if you 


pleaſe to undertake, ſhall be paid as required; pleaſe to conſider 


how beſt to ground the action, and give a line to my wife, which 
the will ſend to me, and 1 ſhall eſteem it as a ſignal favour done to. 


Sir, your well wiſher, 


| Birmingham, Jan. 13, 156666. THO. LIGHTOWLLER. ; 

10 = | 

Mr Hewitt, Attorney at Law, 
Coventry. 
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COLINTNSG. 


The PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


N the beginning of May, 1756; the following was brought to 

me, ſigned by lord chief juſtice Ryder, with a letter of requeſt 
that I would uſe my endeavours to cauſe Thomas Lightowller to 
be apprehended, againſt whom the grand j Jury had at the then late 
aſſizes at Lancaſter, found a bill for coining, together with two 
perſons of the names of Healy. 


The Information of William Chamberlayne, Solicitor of his Majeſty's 
Mint, taken upon Oath the 27th Day of April, in the Year of our 
Lord, 1756. 


ND firſt, this informant for himſelf ſaith, That a bill of indict- 
ment being found at the laſt ſummer allizes, held in and for 
the county palatine of Lancaſter, againſt Abraham Healy the elder, 
Abraham Healy the younger, and Thomas Lightowller, all late of 
the pariſh of Layland in the county of Lancaſter, labourers; for 
counterfeiting the current coin of this kingdom : They, the ſaid Abra- 
ham Healy the elder, and Abraham Healy the younger, were after- 
wards apprehended, and at the laſt aſſizes held in, and for the 
county aforeſaid, were tried on the ſaid indictment, and both con- 
victed. And this informant faith, he attended the trial of the ſaid 
Healys as ſolicitor on behalf of the crown, and that it appeared by 
the evidence given on the ſaid trial, that the faid Thomas Light- 
owller not only coined in the prefence of the Healys, but was him- 
ſelf the procurer of the inflruments, and the perſon that taught or in- 
ſtructed the laid Healys in the art of counterfeiting the current 


R I | coin 
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34 0+ 0 +: $0; 


coin of this kingdom. And this informant faith, that from what 


he heard given in evidence on the abovementioned trial, and from 
informations he has received, he verily believes the ſaid Thomas 
Lightowller has counterfeited the current coin of this kingdom. 
And this informant further ſaith, that he bath not yet been able to 


cauſe the ſaid Thomas Lightowller to be apprehended, but this in- 


formant hath received by laſt Friday's poſt, a letter from Mr. Wright, 
attorney at law 1n Coventry, mentioning that he, the ſaid Thomas 
Lightowller, had been in Coventry that week, and that he probably 
was there then, and that if me, the informant, would ſend a warrant 


immediately. he did not fear getting hin: taken. 


SwoRN at my houſe in) y 5 
Chancery Lane the day WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 
and year firſt above d . VVV 3 
Vritten, before me 

n. 


Upon che receipt of Mr. Chamberlayne's information, : ned 
panied with a letter, I filled up the warrant in readineſs, and I di- 
realy turned my thoughts on ways and means by which the of- 


fender might be ſecured : I had been cloſely employed in the put- 


ting the act in execution for the raiſing men for the filling up Co- 


lonel Lambton's regiment, which were then quartered at Coventry. 


Some few months before Lightowller had been taken up by virtue 
of my warrant, upon a charge of baſtardy, and made his eſcape 
from the conflable, and had left the town; having had his character 
given me, and the embarraſed ſtate of his circumſtances, I found 
the utmoſt caution and circumſpection neceſſary to be uſed in the 


enquiry afier him, and employed a perſon to find out whether or 


not he was in town, under a pretence of my wanting him to do 
ſome carved work, he having with his brother cut a chimney piece 


for me ſome time before : The perſon employed had a demand upon 


Lightowller which he had mentioned to me, and from the hopes of 
my being able to flop his debt, very willingly and thankfully under- 
took the finding out his lodgings, and if in 2 Coventry. to engage 

him 


„ i » 


him to undertake the work; the ſame day he informed me Light- 
owller was in town, and lodged at a public houſe in the neghbour- 
hood, but where he went during the day he could not find out, but 
would watch his coming home at night : Being certain that he was | 
in town, | immediately ſent to the chief conſtable, and gave him 
orders io have ready two or three other officers at the watch-houſe 
that night by ten o clock, waiting my orders to be executed on a 
minute's notice; the high conſtable ſuppoſed the buſineſs was to im- 
preſs ſome man I had intelligence of, ſor a ſoldier; doubtful of the 
conſtable's proceeding, determined to attend them myſelf being the 
moſt capital crime that had come under my notice; about eleven 
o'clock I had notice from my neighbour that they had ſeen Light- 
owller, and he had undertaken the job, and would wait on mein 
the morning: I immediately ſent for the high conſtable and attend- 
ance, and to prevent the landlord and family's going to bed, I ſent 
for him upon different bulineſs; being prepared, I gave a ſtrict 
charge to the officers to follow me cloſe, and to be ready on inſtan- 
taneous notice to ſeize the man I pointed at; upon our arrival at 
the houſe, conſidering all farther ceremony and ſecreſy unneceſſary, 
I then quellioned the landlord whether Lightowller did not lodge at 
his houſe, to which he anſwered, No; I then told him I knew he 
did, and he was then there in bed; upon which appearing confuſ- 

ed, he ſaid he could not tell but he would go and ſee; to which J 
reply d, that he ſhould not go alone, but deſired him to ſhew me the 
room; upon going up the firſt ſtairs he wrapt gently at a door, and 
was taking me up a ſecond ſtory; conſidering the wrap a ſignal and 
him a traitor, I immediately collered him, kicked up his heels, and 
lent him backward down ſtairs, and with my foot againſt the door 
forced the lock and bolt; the moment I perceived by the clothes 
Lightowller Was in bed, 1 looked back for my attendants, not one 
man in fight; perceiving my danger and the terror 1 had put the 
woman in, I addreſs'd her, Mrs. Lightowller, don't be furprized, 
this huſband of yours can't leave off his tricks, he hath another ſmall 
child laid to him fince he ran from my warrant; ' upon which Light- 
 owller burſt into laughter, ſuppoling it true, conſcious he had 
deſerved — 
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deſerved it: Immediately his firſt Wan vaniſhed, and a loaded viſto 


he had in his hand he replaced under his pillow; I told him out 
of decency to his wife I could not ſpeak to him there, but he 
might dreſs and come down; direclly [ ran to ſee after the traitors 
of conſtables I had ſo relied upon, and giving them a ſevere repri- 
mand, told them Lightowller their priſoner was in the room, and 


at their peril to bring him to me in the kitchen; as ſoon as he had 


got on his clothes, he ſent down one of them to requeſt me to re- 
turn up ſtairs, but I gave poſitive orders for him to come to me; 
when in the kitchen, I told him he mult go to my houſe, as it was 


cold and no fire; I left the conſtables to attend him, when in the 


ſtreet, I perceived a ſtop, and returned back to know the cauſe ; I 
found Mr. Lightowller buckling his ſhoes, and tying his garters, 


| T had thoſe ſtupid fellows to reprimand for their ignorance and fol- 
ly; his loſe ſhoes, &c. were a ſecurity which they were about to 


ſuffer him to remove, and I imagine he began to fear I had not told 


him the real charge; upon his arrival in my office, I ordered him 


to be ſearched, and all his monies and papers to be examined; 
being then a young magiſtrate, and unexperienced, had never ſeen 


any dyes or coining tools; I recollected hearing repeatedly the found 


of Lightowller's Gxpences, and that he was conſidered as the great- 
eſt mechanical genius of that time, but a man of a baſe principle, 
and bad morals, which appears by the letters; and what had put 


me under the greateſt difficulty in my proceedings, the account given 


me of his wife, being given over by her phyſicians, and expected 


every day to be her laſt, in conſequence of a diſorder given her by 
her huſband: I did not know what might be the conſequence to 


the poor woman upon his being ſurprized in bed with her, which 


I did not expect till I had forced the door and perceived the clothes 
on the chair; my immediate recellection of his caſe of baſtardy hav- 
ing been ander my notice, removed his fears, and protected me 
from the danger I was in: Having examined the papers and coin 


found upon him, I found a letter with a piece of foreign coin in- 
cloſed, being an order for a quantity of the ſame, from two brothers 


named Price 8, Which was to me ſufficient evidence of the trade he 
had 
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had been carrying on at Coventry, as well as elſewhere. I then ac- 
quainted him with the charge I had againſt him from the ſolicitor of 
the mint, and of his accomplices, the two Healys being executed 
a few days before, as accomplices for the ſame fact he had been a 
principal in. I then proceeded to take his examination concern 
ing the charge; he behaved decently, but would mention nothing 
that related to the buſineſs: After having taken down ſuch an'ac- 
count as he was pleaſed to deliver, with reſpect to the papers and 
ſamples of coin found upon him, about four o'clock on Sunday 
morning I committed him to goal: On leaving the Inn at the time 
of his being apprehended, I placed a conſtable at the room door 
to prevent any thing being, conveyed away until the morning; af 
ter taking an hour or two'sfrepoſe, and as ſoon as 1 thought pro- 
per and convenient for his wife, in her diſtreſs'd ſituation, for the 
apartment to be ſearched; a loaded piſtol was found and brought 
to me, and which one of the conſtables acknowledged, he knew he 
always carried about him, though he had ſilently ſuffered me to 
force into his room without the orders I had previouſly given being 
obſerved, that of being cloſely attended where ever I proceeded by 
every officer, and without being obliged to call upon them, nay 
before they brought him down ſtairs, one of them ſaw him take the 
piſtol from his pocket and put under his pillow: Lightowller after- 
wards own d to myſelf, that if I had not deceived him by the ſudden 
preſence of mind, in telling his wife it was a charge of baſtardy, 
and which he then believed, he had certainly fired upon me, unleſs 
I had directly quitted the room: A large parcel of papers were. 
found, part in his wife's room, and part concealed in a houſe of 
her brother's, amongſt which were the letters I have publiſhed, cru- 
cibles, a bill of ſale to Tilley and Lee, and his correſpondent's epiſtles 
for many years previous to that period, and which I have publiſhed 
to ſhew the character of this man, as well as to expoſe his accoms 
| plices and ſupporters, who though they eſcaped the laws of their 
country, had made fortunes by the induſtry and unhappy abilities 
of this offender; I muſt repeat unhappy for himſelf, and unfortunate 
for his country, becauſe he has been ſuffered to eſcape with impu- 
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nity, and carry with him his knowledge and abilities, to the preju- 


dice of this, and to the great advantage of a foreign country. 


Upon his commitment J ſent an expreſs to the ſolicito? of the 
mint, acquainting him of my proceedings and ſucceſs, with di- 


rection to apprehend Frize, but not receiving immediate anſwer, I 


was a little ſurprized. & See letters 13th and 15th May, 1756, and 
Sth of June I gave the goaler a ſtrict charge to look well to his 


priſoner, pointed out to him the repeated eſcapes he had made, his 


abilities and ſuperior genius beyond every other man, which re- 


quired the flricteft. attention to guard againli the attempts he would 


certainly make to break out of priſon, as he well knew the deſpe- 
rate ſituation he was in, without the leaſt probability of une 


public juſtice. 5 


_ Having proceeded ſo far with reſpet to Lightowller, I judged it 
proper to examine Tilley reſpecting the bill of fale. which I had 
| W e 3 $ POS but at this time, not ep r 
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r * * Gough Square, London. 8 of May. 1756. 
"OUR. letters being wrong direQed, did not get to my ſon's houſe till laſt night. when they 


. were both brought together, and immediately alter were brought io me in his abſence. be- 
ing in Wiliſhire examining a ſet of coiners lately diſcovered there. As your letter of the 
11th inſtant mentions guineas and crowns being ordered by Frifon, I ſent it to the juſtice, 


who committed him, in order to have him detained, and not let out on any application what- 


ever. At my ſon's return, which I hope will be in two or three days, you will have an anſwer 


to your letters. I thought fit to let you know the occaſion of his not anſwering your letter. 


leaſt you might think yourſelf negleded. When you have any occaſion to write to him again, 
direct to him in Fetter-lane. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble 1 
JI. CHAMBERLAYNE. 


3175 ou ſee Mr. Wright, pray be ſo good as to let him know that my ſon is from home, 
and therelore could not anſwer his letter. 


8 IR. 9 8 | 4 2 London, 15th May, 1756. 


UPON my return to town le I met with both your favours, and am much obliged to 


you for your care: I muſt beg the fayour of you to let Mr. Wright bave a copy of that letter 

che guineas and half crowns, and two or three more of them moſt ſuſpicious, in order 

to lay before. council, I ſhould be glad to have the pleaſure of meeting you either here or 

in Coventry, but I am afraid the fund is not ſufficient to anſwer the expence ; however, I 

mos 8 with my ſuperiors, and you may depend on hearing further. I am, Sir, 
Laut moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 


* 


ing 
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ing him an accomplice, but deſirous of finding out what kind of 


tools and inſtruments they were he had taken poſſeſſion of by vir- 
tue of the ſame: I was ſo cautious of offending that I waited 
upon him perſonally, deſiring the favour of ſeeing any part he 
had taken; he produced files, I told him they were not the fort 
of tools 1 wanted to ſee, that they were ſuch as was uſed in the 
coining of money, and which he might ignorantly take into his 
keeping, that I hoped he would excuſe me if I informed him of the 
conſequence of having ſuch tools or inſtruments found in a man's 
| houſe or cuſtody, that it was a capital offence, .and therefore he 
would do well to deliver up any ſuch if he had got them by virtue 
of the bill of ſale, not knowing the confequences; he replied, he 
never had any ſuch, nor knew what kind of tools they were, that 
Lightowller was a great rogue and he had been a conſiderable ſufferer 


by him; 1 took my leave, with an apology for calling upon him on 


the occaſion: In conlequence of my intelligence, Frizo was appre- 
hended and committed, æ See letter 8th of Me, 120. In order for 
the 
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. | Dos * London 4 $th. 24S: 
1 Receiv'd your favour of the 6th, with Lightowller's information incloſed. I immediately 
aczonaed Mr. juſtice Fielding, and upon my information that J ſuſpeted Henry Lightrowller of 
coining, | Lot a warrant for anprehending him, and he was taken laſt night and examin'd, 
and «gain this morning; a copy of his information you receive herewith, and | hope it will be 
ſufficient ground for you io iſſue warrants againft ſuch as live in your neighbourhood upon 
fulpicion. Thomas Lightowller cannot be adinitted an evidence, his brother Henry ſhall; I 
am lurprized you can think that you ſhould have the leaſt occaſion to complain of ray. 
backwardnefs, when you conſider if it had not been for me this fer would not have been got at, 
as J firſt hae Lightowller trom whom the diſcoveries have come: I likewiſe have the pleaſure _ 
of acquainting you, that by a ſcheme I laid. I by the laſt poſt received an information againlt 
more than a dozen in Lancaſhire and Yorkſhire. for the apprehending of whom, I have ſent 
directions this poſt, and I hope I ſhall get moſt of them, as they are the principle makers of that 
vaſt quantity ot bad ports that have of late been circulated : You will pleaſe to let me hear * 
en ot Foul OAT with Mr, Wyrley. I am. Sir. 
Your obedient humble ſervant. 
WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 


As to Friſon it was impoſſible I could give you notice to attend his examination as he was 
not re-examined till laſt Friday. 


Mipptzszx ) The Information of Henry Lightowller, taken this eigth day of June, 1756, 3 
To wit. me, being one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the faid County. 


WHO being upon. oath faith, That he knows Jonathan Tilley ofthe city of Coventry, 
plumber and Famer; Joſeph Lee, in the county of Warwick, weaver; Charles Higgen- 
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the better ſecuring of Lightowller, who was to be moved toLancaſter; 
there to take his trial; I gave it a& my opinion that it would be beſt 


# 
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ſon of the city of Coventry, baker; and — Dumbleton of Banbury, in the county of Oxford; 


baker; that ſometime in Auguſt 1754, he, this informant, being apprentice 10 his brother 
Thomas Lightowller of the city of Coventry, ſnuff box maker, was preſent in the ſhop of the 


ſaid Thomas Lightowller in Coventry aforeſaid, and then ſaw the ſaid Jonathan Tilley flat 
bars of baſe metal to the thickneſs of a ſhilling, and then with a ſcrew, cut out round blanks 


to the ſize of a ſhilling, and after milling them in the fire, then boiled them to fetch them to 


a good colour,” and with a large ſcrew fly preſs, ſtanding in the ſaid ſhop, a pair of dyes, 


for coining queen Anne's ſhillings, being firſt placed therein, coined ſeveral of the ſaid round 
pieces, into pieces reſembling ſhillings of the reign of queen Anne; and having another pair 


of dyes for king William's ſbillings, hath frequently by changing the ſaid dyes, coined ſuch” 


round blanks. ſo made, as aforeſaid, into pieces reſembling ſhillings of the reign of king 
William the III. And this informant further ſaith, that he always looked upon the ſaid 
Joſeph Lee as partner with the ſaid Tilley in the buſineſs of coining; he, the ſaid Lee, havin g 
frequently brought old ſilver to be mixt with other metal, in order to be coined; and 
having received ſuch counterfeit money after it had been coined, from the ſaid Tilley, in or- 
der to put off the ſame, and having een preſent in the ſhop of the ſaid: Thomas Lightowller 


While the ſaid Thomas Lightowller and Tilley have been coining ſhillings, looking on and 


admiring their performgnce: And this informant further faith, that about the time aforeſaid, 


He hath ſeen the ſaid Charles Higgenſon turn the fly while the ſaid Jonathan Tilley attended 


the dyes, and coined ſeveral counterfeit ſhillings: And this informant further ſaith, that ſome 


time in the month of Auguft aforeſaid, he, this deponent was ſent by the ſaid Tilley to the 
ſaid —— Dumbleton, with ſome of the ſaid counterfeit ſhillings, in number twenty four, for 
which the ſaid Dumbleton was to give this informant one guinea; but this informant received 
only twenty ſhillings for the ſame, by reaſon the ſaid Dumbleton ſaid, he had no more mo- 
ney, but that there were accounts betwixt him the ſaid Dumbleton, and this informant's brother, 


and the ſaid Tilley, and he would ſettle the ſame the next time he ſaw them: And this infor- 


mant further ſaith, that whilſt he was in Coventry, as aforeſaid, two pedlers of the Sir name of 
Callon, but whoſe Chriſtian names this informant cannot recellea, (natives of Scotland as 


informant believes,) and who uſually travelled the counties of Warwick and Stafford, came 
ſeveral times to this znformants brother's houſe in Coventry aforeſaid, and bought of the ſaid 


Thomas Lightowller, ſeveral parcels of ſuch counterfeit ſhillings, and paid for the ſame, part in 
money and part in goods, after the rate of twenty-three ſhillings for the pound ſterling: And 


this informant ſaith, he never was intereſted in the ſeveral tranſactions aforeſaid, but only 


Privy by being apprentice to his {aid brother as aforeſaid ; that he was often very uneaſy both 

on his brother's account, and his own, and ahſented himſelf from his ſaid brother's ſervice to 
prevent the conſequences attending ſuch unlawful dealings: And this informant. further ſaith. 
that about the time laſt aforeſaid. Thomas Jones of Stone in Staffordſhire, baker, came to 


this. informants brothet's houſe in Coyentry atoreſaid, and look'd at the ſhilling dyes, and then 
ordered ten pounds of counterfeit ſhillings to be made for him, nine pounds whereof were 


afterwards made, and this informant's brother afterwards ſet out to carry the ſame. to the ſaid 


Thomas Jones, and when he return'd, ſaid he had delivered the ſame to bim according to or- 
der: And this informant further ſaith, that the eldeſt of tue aforementioned Callans, the laſt 
time he was at Coventry, turned the fly. that his quantity might be more expeditoully coined. 
Sworn. before me this 8th. June, 1756. fr | | io IT 
S8 AUND ERS WELCH. { 


- HENRY LIGHTOWIIE R. 
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to have the habeas as ſpeedy as poſſible, which was accordingly ob- 
tained and ſent to the ſheriffs, who negleaed the immediate ex- 
ecution thereof; in the mean time, on a Saturday, being about one 

o'clock in the afternoon, I was ſurprized with an account that 
Lightowller had made his eſcape by a falſe key, with which he opened 
the front door, and was aſtoniſhed that he ſhould be ſo daring to 
attempt it in the middle of the day, and in the center of the town, 
where he was univerſally known; I could not but ſuſpect there 
had been ſome bribery in the caſs, and the goaler. had knowingly 
permitted it; and the more ſo, as I was informed that the goaler 
had been ſeen a few minutes before in the ſtreet, looking as if to 
ſee if the road was clear; the moment I heard the report, I ran to 
the goal to examine the truth, and ſent for the ſheriffs, whoſe con- 
duct in neglecting to ſend him away, I could not but ſeverely con- 
demn; they were as afrighted, I was enraged, and immediately ſent 
out in purſuit ; and I much concerned returned to finiſh my dinner, 
which I had ſcarcely ſat down to, before a man almoſt out of breath, 
came with intelligence that Lightowller was retaken; being as much 
ſurprized at his being ſo ſpeedily found, I a ſecond time left the table 
to be ſatisfied of the truth, and ſoon met the ſheriffs, goaler, and pri- 
ſoner, the goaler curſing and threatning him with the barbarous 
means by which he would make him ſafe: I immediately attackt the 
goaler (whether he was in earneſt or only pretence, I did not know) 
but 1 publicly diſcharged him from exerciſing any cruelty on his 
priſoner who was juſtifiable in endeavouring to ſave his life, where- 
as he had been guilty of a much worſe crime, either the neglea of 
duty, or a wilful breach of truſt. 
Upon my going into the priſon, Lightowller deſired he might 
ſpeak to me alone, which I conſented to, not doubting what I had 
ſaid to the goaler had made ſome impreſſion upon him; my friends 
preſent endeavoured to perſuade me not to venture myſelf along 
with ſo dangerous a man, and who knew he was in a deſperate ſitua- 
tion, without the leaſt hopes of eſcaping conviction, or pardon if con- 
victed; my own reſolutions prevailed, and attendedhim in a private 
room ; he firſt thanked me for my tender and kind interpoſition 


L with 


8 8 O iN t IN 8. 


with the goaler in reſpec to his threats, and that if I would give him 
the hearing, as he knew he was ſure to die, was both willing and de- 
ſirous of making ſome diſcoveries of great importance, and mentioned 
Tilley as a perſon who had been as deeply concerned in all his 
tranſactions, had been the cauſe of his firſt coming to Coventry; 
not being prepared, I promiſed I would come to him after having 
hniſhed my dinner, fearful any knowledge of his intentions might 
reach the ears of his accomplices and occaſion them making their 
eſcape; I returned to him as ſpeedy as poſſible, firſt endeavouring 
to ſecure Tilley, ſent to him to deſire the favour of ſeeing his copy 
of the bill of ſale given by Lightowller, but was diſappointed by his 
being from home; I then took Lightowller's confeſſion or infor- 
mation, * dated the gth of June, 1756, which took me up a con- 
It Free yore: 2 ſiderable 
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City of Coytntzy | Thomas Lightowller upon his examination taken before me John Hewitt, 
Io wit. Mayor, and one of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for this city, upon oath 
ſaith, That one Robert Hudſon of near on the road from Birmingham to Stratford. two com- 
puted miles on the ſaid road, near Mr. Bolton's of Snowhill, flatting mills, was in partnerſhip 
with one G. Birch, did tell this informant, that they, the ſaid Hudſon and Birch had a Prefs, in 
which they made twenty ſeven pieces, and halftwenty ſeven pieces, and that it was in the poſſeſſion 
of the ſaid Birch, the dyes in the houſe of one John Clark at —— which Clark brought this 
| Informant three or four pieces ol the ſaid coin of their making, and offered with his ſon-in- 
law, to give this informant ſeven guineas to make two pair of dyes for their making the ſame 
coin, but this informant refuſed; this informant ſaw in the ſaid perſons cuſtody, a pair or 
ſer of dyes for that purpoſe, which the ſaid perſons had, made by one Obediah Moore, of 
 Ring's-Stanly Lodge, upon Sutton Couldheld, in the county of Warwick: And farther this infor- 
mant ſays. that about two years ſince, he boarded at the houſe of one Edward Crolby, jobbing 
ſmith and ſtamper in Lichheld Street, Birmingham, who alked this informant if he would 
join him in making of ſhillings and lixpences, and that he, the ſaid Croſby offered to find a 
capital ſum to carry on the ſaid trade of Coining, but this informant refuſed to be concerned: 
However this {informant ſaith, that he, the ſaid Croſby, purſued the trade and coining, 
by ſtriking the ſaid pieces upon a bolſtering frame and ſledge hammer; the dyes he had of his 
own making, or procuring, the one of qucen Anne's face or buft, the other of king 
William the III. very faint in the reſemblance. and which he ſent out his wife to diſpoſe of, 
and took ſome of them to one Mr. Robert Laws, in Birmingham, near the Old Church; and 
told this informant, that the ſaid Law ſaid, he would take a quantity of the ſaid coin, in order 
to encourage this informant to join in the ſaid trade; and ſhe ſaid, Law's wife afterwards told this 
informant, that ſhe had ſhewn her a quantity of the ſaid coin by the ſaid Crosby, but whe- 
ther the ſaid Law made auy uſe of it this informant knows not; but this informant hearing 
of it. went down to the ſaid Law's wife, and adviſed her not to meddle with ſuch coin, but 
ſhe ſaid, that ſhe did not care, for if this informant or Crosby would bring twenty pounds 
worth of it, ſhe would purchaſe it: And this informant further ſaith, that Joſeph Lee of Bed- 
worth, and Jonathan Tilley, plumber and glazier, of Coventry, did encourage him to 2 
2 rom 
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ſiderable time; as ſoon as I had finiſhed, I made out a warrant for 
the apprehending of Tilley, but leaſt the fight of a conſtable ſhould 
intimidate him and he ſhould eſcape, I ſent again a meſſage by my 
own ſervant, and ordered a conſtable to place himſelf in view of his 
houſe; after ſome time my ſervant returned, but whether from fear 
or curioſity, he prevailed upon the ſervant to call in at a public houſe, 
and there examined him if he knew what I wanted, but he told him 
he did not, more than the meſſage he had delivered; upon his com- 
ing to my houſe, I having other buſineſs come before me, I ordered 
him to wait, he was directly under the care of a conſtable without his 
knowing it; as ſoon as I was at liberty, I called for him, and hav- 
ing him alone, 1 then reminded him of my having called upon him 

| | ſome- 
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from Walſall, and offered to lend this informant a ſum of money to aſſiſt him in his own bu- 
ſineſs: But at the ſame time as ſoon as they had got him fixed, refuſed to lend himthe monies, 
unleſs he would lend them his inſtruments of trade upon a bill of ſale, in lieu of caſh advanced; 
and during the abſence of this informant, the ſaid Tilley did come to the houſe of this in- 
formant in Coventry, and told Henry Lightowller, a brother of this informant's, that he muſt 
lend him aſſiſtance in working the preſs, that this informant had for carrying on the trade 
of button making, &c. the ſame inſtruments he uſed at the time he worked at Mr. Alcock's 
and Kempſon's, in Birmingham, and the ſaid Tilley did coin ſhillings in the preſence of the 
ſaid Henty Lightowller ; and Tilley ſent the ſaid Henry Lightowller to one Dumbletoa of 
Banbury, a baker in the ſaid town, with the ſaid coin, and the ſaid Dumbleton received the 
ſaid counterſeit coin, and kept as much as he had money to anſwer, and returned the reſt 
back to the faid Tilley ; he, the ſaid Henry Lightowller, was only an apprentice to this infor- 
mant, who at this time was gone to fetch his wife home, who was gone to her friends in Lan- 
caſhire: And this informant further ſaith. that the ſaid Tilley and Lee, did ſend for this in- 
lormant to the Mermaid tavern of this city, and there told him, if he did not immediately 
furniſh them, the ſaid Tilley and Lee, with a pair of dyes for guineas, pairs, one for each 
different impreſſion, the ſaid Tilley would immediately put in execution the bill of ſale they 
got from this informant, as aforementioned, or they would arreſt him for his note of hand he 
had gave to Lee for eleven pounds; upon this informant's refuling, they executed the bill of 
ſale againſt him, this informant, and diſtreſſed his family: Aud further this examinant faith 

not. | 
| Sworn before me, this gth day of June, 1756.) THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER. 
Þ SW IL $, Mayor. oo  IÞ) Ce FF 


September 18th, 1733. 
ARTICLES of Agreement between Richard Brown, and Thomas Lightowller, Smiths ; 
that 1s to ſay, That I Thomas Lightowller promiſe to pay yearly, or for one year, the ſum of 
ten pounds ſterling, for the rent of the houſe that Richard Brown now poſſeſſes, and for me, 
the ſaid Thomas Lightowller, to enter the premiſes in the ſpace of one month; as witneſs our 
hands, to enter at old Michaelmas next enſuing, rent to then commence, 
Witneſs, * __* THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER. 
JONATHAN TILLEY. | RICHARD BROWN. 
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ſometime before, at the time I committed Lightowller, in order to 
requeſt the favour of ſeeing the tools and inſtruments he had got in- 


to his poſſeſſion from the priſoner; that 1 likewiſe informed him of 
the danger and conſequences of keeping ſuch tools, &c. in his cuſ- 
_ tody, and recommended it to him, if he had any ſuch, to deliver 


them up, that then the crime would fall on Lightowller, from whom 
he had received them. and I thought he might juftify it by the bill 
of ſale; but he poſitively (as he did before} deny the knowledge of 
any coining tools, or having in his cuſtody then or the preſent time: 

Finding that it was to no purpole to encourage him to a voluntary 


diſcovery, or having it in my power o be his friend, I then told 


him, I had a poſitive charge againſt him upon oath, both that he 
had at that time, and the preſent, dyesand inſtruments for making 
money in his keeping, and upon which charge I ſhould certainly 


commit him; and upon his being ſearched, a queen Anne's ſhilling, 


that was proved to be one of his own making, found upon him; I 
then ſigned his commitment, and ordered hiin to be taken immedi- 
ately to goal; he then began to ſolicit me for his family s ſake not to 
let him go to priſon that night, I told him I had put it in his power 
to have been his own friend, family s and country's friend, but that 
time was paſt and not in my power to recal; after he was on his way 
to goal, recollecting the behaviour of the conſtables at the ſearching 
and apprehending of Lightowller, I ſentafter the conſtable, and deſired 
he might be brought back again, having in the mean while ſent ſome 
perſons to ſearch his houſe and out-houſes, as Lightowller had poſi- 
tively ſaid, he was ſure the dyes and preſs were in his keeping: Upon 
Tilley s being brought back, I inſiſted upon the conſtable re-ſearch- 
ing him, that I was not ſatisfied they had done it thoroughly before, 
and would have him ſearched over again, and directed them in 
their proceedings; they having done as far as they thought neceſ- 
ſary, I deſired they would examine the lining of his breeches, and 


ſtroke down the thighs to the knee-band, upon which one ſaid, 


that-he felt ſomethi g hard at the inſide of the knee-band, 1 ordered 
them to bring it forth be what it would, and immediately pro- 


duced a puncheon for the ſtamping of dyes, the Impretion of queen 


Anne 8 
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Anne's head, and agreeable to the queen's counterfeit ſhilling found 
upon him; that alone was death by the laws of Britain; he could 
blame no one but himſelf, I at his firſt appearance told him the 
conſequence of ſuch tools in his cuſtody, the concealing of it' was 
inexcuſable, for he might have availed himſelf of the bill of ſale, 
had he at firſt delivered it up and not concealed and denied it; it 
was very extraordinary that he ſhould bring it with him to my houle: 
I had nothing more to do than remand him back on his firſt mit- 
timus; in the mean while, the conſtables returned without any diſ- 
covery in the ſearch of his houſe; having twice experienced how 
little a magiſtrate can depend on conſtables, I determined to attend 
a ſecond ſearch; the great difficulty I had to encounter, was the 
unfortunate ſituation of Tilley's wife, then with child, and near her 
time of delivery; but the conſideration of the injuſtice received by 
numbers, and the duty I conſidered due to my country, balanced 
againſt all other circumſtances, and I attended a ſecond ſearch ; 
in the garrat or upper flory of his houſe, I found a funnel and a 
pan, with a quantity of mixed metal that had been melted, and a 
quantity of droſs, the remains of a larger parcel ; this was indiſput- 
able evidence that he had carried on the trade in his own houſe; I 
then aſked the conſtables, how they came to- ſuffer ſuch evident 
proofs to paſs unnoticed, and whether they had ſearched a cloſet I 
obſerved joined the room, they anſwered in the affirmative, however 
I determined to re-ſearch every apartment, in order if poſſible, to 
diſcover the dyes, &c. upon examining the cloſet, I obſerved a 
china punch bowl and ſome baſons turned down upon ſhelves, up- 
on lifting them up, I diſcovered a compleat ſet of crucibles which 
were concealed under, and had been made uſe of for the melting 
of metal; upon ſeeing of which, his wife, poor woman, who had 
been watching my proceedings, immediately fainted away, which 
totally diſarmed me, and I left the houſe without proceeding any 
further; at the ſame time, I was ſatisfied ſhe was well acquainted 
with her huſbands proceedings, and knew the conſequence of hav- 
ing ſuch inſtruments; found in their keeping, for until ſhe ſaw: me 
take the crucibles from under the bowl, ſhe attended ſeemingly. un- 
concerned; 
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concerned; the unhappy circumſtances ſhe was under, and the 
certainty of her huſband's conviction, affected my ſpirits too much 
to examine any further that night for the dyes and preſs: The next 
morning I ſent to Bedworth, diſtant ſix miles from Coventry, where 
Lee and his family lived ; upon ſearching the out-houſes, the coin- 
1ng-preſs was found concealed n a hay-mow, or ſome out building, 
but Lee, for want of conduct and caution, made his eſcape: Likewiſe 
1 got poſſeſſion of the flatting-mill, with which they flatted their 
metal into barrs; either to anſwer the ſize of ſixpences, ſhillings, &c. 
The 6th of June, Lightowller was moved to Lancaſter in order to 
take his trial, upon the bill of. indictment found againſt him at the 
laſt aſſizes, as is mentioned in Mr. Chamberlayne's, information. 

I direQly. ſent to Mr. Chamberlayne an account of my ſucceſs 
* proceedings. wih a warrant againſt. Henry Lightowller, and 
iſſued warrants for the apprehending the reſt of the conſede rates, 
viz. David Lee of Bedworth, Dumbleton of Banbury, Jones of 
Stone, Callan, a Scotch pedlar, Clark of Seerhole, and Robert 
Hudſon; all of which in a ſew [days, except the two laſt, were taken 
and brought before me, and upon evidence proving chem accom- 
plices in the city of Coventry, I committed them to take their tri 
als for tbeir reſpective offences; for my further proceedings, until 
the lime of the aſſizes, I refer my readers to the letters & and ex- 
aminations that; e hereafter; laws: EE: the ſurrender of. Lee, 
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I am 5 concern d you 2 mifled Lee: you will ad. by y my laſt, that I have taken care 
of Henry Lightowller, I intended ſending after Dumbleton ſo ſoon as Thad his Chriſtian _ 


as! to Jones of Stone, e en take care of him. I am Sir 14, | 

Eid oryw non 600 . your: moſt obedient(ſervant.: lo 

eee e oe ME oO WILEIAM CHAMBERLAYNE, 5 
D n 


i Sin EW The 
Ek” you receive H. Lightowller's. 8 and allo ha letter. The principal of- 
ficers of the mint are much obliged io you for your great zeal and vigilance i in theſe affairs. 
I have no warrant againſt Lightowllers. J muſt beg of you at your leiſure, to ſend me copies 
of all the informations that, have been taken in theſe aſlajrs.. I am, Sir, Han ao 1%, 
; WIS Your moſt obedient humbls ſerva; 
AA Polo; 176 8 8e. . „ ey noges See 
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47 
which was as followeth: Between two and three o'clock in the 
morning, a few days before the aſſizes, I was ſurprized by a great 
knocking at my door, calling up my ſervant, upon his opening the 


— 


8E | 3 RE The King againſt Joſeph Lee. 

YOU have hereby notice, to produce at the aſſizes, to be held in the city of Coventry, in 
the county of the ſame city, on Wedneſday, the eighteenth day of Auguſt, inſtant; a certain 
paper. writing, or deed, purporting to be a bill of ſale from one Thomas Lightowller to Jona- 
than Tilley, the ſame being lately in your cuſtody,” and intended ro be made uſe of at the 
faid aſſizes, on the part of the defendant. Dated the ſeventeenth day of Auguſt, 1756. 


ECTS 


Jam glad Lee is in cuſtody. why he ſurrendered I cannot imagine, utileſs by wayof defence, 
he intends to ſne w that the coining prels tound in his houſe, was the property of Thomas 
Lightowller, arid taken under the bill of fale to him. Henry Lightewller is a poſitive evi- 
_ dence againſt him. but then it is to be conſidered, that in the eye of the law he is an accom- 

plice, Which makes circumſlantial evidence from the perſons neceſlary. in order to corrobo- 
rate his teſtimony, which I hope you have got. I intend being at Coventry, at leaſt, two 
days before the allizes, in order to confult you, and have your alliſtance in ſettling the buſi- 
nols. I am, Sir, 5 | II Ed: 393 1694 F g rt nn. 

V Your moſt obedient ſerva nt. 

London, 2oth July, 1756. 5 WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE.: 
- Pleaſe to ire. To John Teffrey's' Eſq; | % SALE: 9013 OHH eee 
f Mllember of Parliament It 
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© Mr. Chamberleynes in Jo John Hewitt, Ed: 
Gough Square, London. Mayor of Coventry. 
{= + RSS | Lancaſter, Auguſt 3, 1756. 


Since my laſt, I have more fully recollected the Callan you have taken up, his name is 
Samuel. if the.right perſon he bath had ſpecie at ſeparate times, and the monies return'd was 
given to John Tiliey. which both T and my brother Henry can make appear; but whether or 
no they parted with it. that J cannot tell, but I ſuppoſe they did not keep it; and'tis not 
treaſon without they paid it again; however, they doubtleſs converted it to fome uſe: As to 
Jones of Stone, I really know him not, this aforeſaid Samuel Callan, had a partner, one Gor- 
don, whoſe Chriſtian name 1 forgot, neither do I know where he lives, they having parted 
ſome time fince. I ſhould he glad if you could get intelligence of my brother Henry, if he 
knows him. or whether he ever ſaw him with Samuel Callan; I abſolutely did not think of this 
perſon when I was laſtwitt'you. I cannot be of any further ſervice, as I know of. until I 
am called on, which I earneſtly beg may be next affizes, and if you pleaſe to importune the 
ſolicitor, or who you think moſt proper. becauſe there will be time enough to be at Coventry 
and back here before theſe aſſizes, though I am under indi&ment here, yet as that affair in 
Coventry has no connection with this, and my- brother's evidence alone, in ſome caſes, will 
not be ſufficient. I ſhould be glad there was an end of it, otherwiſe T muſt, I doubt, tarry all 
winter here; if I get well over this affair, which I hope will be ſo: Tam much obliged that 
you have laid the propoſals before proper perſons, which I'expea may have a good effect. and 
{hall rely upon your promife, which I have not the leaſt reaſon to call in queſtion; and : you. 
— Kaen — . ALES L 4156 
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door, Lee with ſome other perſon made their appearance, when Lee 
ſaid, he was come to ſurrender himſelf, and deſired he would immedi- 


ately acquaint me with it; I was ſurprized at his coming at ſo impro- 


per and unſeaſonable a time, I immediately ordered my ſervant to 
call up a conſtable, and that Lee ſhould remain under his care un- 
til day-light ; this was done. but upon finding himſelf diſappointed 
in his intentions, he pulled out a loaded piſtol and fired it in the 
air; with what views he ſurrendered I never underftood, otherwiſe 
than owing to the advice of a Mr. Caterof Sowe, who was looked upon 
as a knowing man in the law buſineſs, and to whom the country 
people frequently applicd and relied upon ; in the caſe of Lee, their 
could not be the leaſt hopes, the coining preſs, &c. found in his cuſ- 
tody, was ſure to convict him, and he could not expect to be ad- 
mitted an evidence, as none was wanting. | 
Henry Lightowller had great merit, it appeared he left his bro- 


ther to avoid the fate he expected if he continued with him, his let- 


ter is the ſtrongeſt proof of his honeſt intentions. The ſame may 


be ſaid with reſpect to Charles Higginſon, a very ſober youth, who 


was betrayed into the belief of getting a guinea'a day, without know- 


Ing the conſequences; but Lee had in conjunction with Tilley, 


brought 


ans — 


ſavour me with a line of your opinion, in regard to my coming or notupto Coventry ſhortly, 
will much oblige, Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
THO. LIGHTOWLLER. 


5 Any one may be ſenſible, had 1 complied with Tilley and Lee's demands, I ſhould not have 
| ſuffered myſelf to have been ſo much diſtreſſed by them. 


To John Hewit, Elg; 
Mayor in Coventry. Theſe 


3 5 Lancaſter Caflle, Auguſt 10, 756. 
As nothing can give me a more convincing proof of your humane diſcretion, ſo I repoſe 
the greateſt truſt in your knowledge, in regard to your laſt to me; I have dealt upen terms 
of truth. and honour, I imagine by this you find it ſo, and rely upon your promiſe, which I 
hope will not go unrewarded, if lite permit: Lee you are ſenſible, is a perſon who always 
bath lived upon the ſpoil, and ruin of others, in obſcene practices, not in regard to his pre- 
ſent charge, but in others, methods in regard to the ſilk manufactory, which, I believe, is 
ſufhciently known by ſeveral in Coventry; and when I can be of no longer ſervice to my 
country, then will ſubmit to fate, till when I remain, your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
bra T. LIGHTOWLLER. 


Sir. 2 line will much oblige | To John Hewitt, Eſq; | 
your humble ſervant. Mayor in Coventry. 
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brought Lightowller to Coventry. bad ſupported him, and very art- 
fully obtained a bill of ſale for their lecurity, as well as for money 
lent, as a pretence or excuſe for having in their keeping, tools they 
knew the uſe and conſequences of, Lee's coming to me at ſo un- 
uſual a time, ſhew'd he meant firſt to try me whether I would admit. 
him an evidence, and in caſe of refuſal, to force a retreat by dint 
of arms, of which the loaded piſtol was a ſufficient proof; I there- 
fore after a very ſhort examination, committed him to take his 
trial as an accomplice with Thomas Lightowller and Tilley; 
the laſt man had always been noticed for his {kill in mixing metals, 
but being a man otherwiſe of a fair character, his conduct paſſed 
unnoticed during his connections with Thomas Lightowller. Lee 
was juſt the contrary, his father a man whoſe character was gene- 
rally ſuſpected, and who was frequently called forth to vindicate 
his conduct and concerns amongſt the manufacturers. 
I muſt carry my readers back to the commitment of Tilley ; hav- 
ing ſecured the coining preſs, &c. I met Mr. Wyrley agreeable to an 
appointment by him, and requeſted by me; he backed my warrants, 
but at the ſame time expreſſed his wiſhes to me, that I would not 
be too forward in expences, leaſt I ſhould meet with the diſappoint- 
ment he had done with reſpect to the due attendance, upon my pro- 
ceedings as well as the repayment of my expences. I ſent in pur- 
ſuit of Callan, a travelling pedlar, who after a few days was appre- 
hended, and committed by me to the goal of this city; on the 1 5th. 
of June, Thomas Jones * Was apprehended at Stone in Staffordſhire, | 


cy 


* City of Coventaer Thomas GG upon cath ſaith, That 1 three years ſince, this f in- 
To wit. formant was at the houſe of one Dewlby, a filver-ſmith or jeweller. 
facing the Old Croſs in Birmingham; having a fleeve-button from one Mr. Codwins, of 
Stone in Staffordſhire, that was wanting a Rone to be ſet in it, which this informant took 10 
the ſaid Dewlby, that he was taken into a room by the ſaid Dewsby in which there was ſe- 
veral perſons drinking; that he took the button, and after having put in the ſtone. told this 
informant, that as it was ſor him, he would take nothing for it: This informant ſaith, that : 
he hath been in the ſaid Dewsby's work-ihop ſeveral times, "and being ſhewn a fly belonging to 
a coining preſs, or ſtamp for money, which was taken from the houſe of Joſeph Lee, ol Bed- 
worth, and now in my cuflody, faith, That he remembers ſeeing one of the ſame kind in the 
ſaid Dewsby's ſhop, and which fly be has ſeen the ſaid Dewshy turn about, and to the be of 
his knowledge the ſaid fly had two leaden weights hanging at each end. 


Sworn, June 15th. 1756. ( | THOMAS JONES, 
| J. HEWITT, May or. . | his X mark. 
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and Dumbleton at Banbury: Charles Higginſon * was taken up 


aud examined at the ſame time, who made the tenth of the gang; 
_ ſeven ſecured in Coventry goal, and three in London; the whole 


number amounted to between twenty and thirty that were con- 
cerned in the mint at Coventry, as appears by letters, all of whom 


had learned the art to do buſineſs in the abſence of Thomas Ligh- 
towller ; who beſides this company, he was at the head of others in 


different parts of the kingdom, which were diſcovered and diſperſed. 
The reaſon why I did not commit Charles Higginſon was, I con- 


ſidered him as a proper perfon to make an evidence of, though I. 


did not acquaint him until the day of the aſſize with my inten- 
tions. e 5 5 


— 


Having ſome reaſon to complain of neglect, agreeable to Mr. 
Wyrley's account, I wrote a peremptory letter to the ſolicitor, that 


as I had taken ſo much pains, and had been at ſo conſiderable ex- 
pence, if | found him wanting in his duty, 1 ſhould write to the 
ſecretary of ſtate for aſſiſtance in the carrying on the proſecution ; 
upon which I received the letter dated the 8th of June: Matters 
reſted until the near approach of the aſſizes; thinking the trying 


theſe perſons would require an extra day, I flated the matter to the 


6 


County of the City The information of Charles Higginſon, of the city of Coventry, 
of Coyeutry to wit. baker, taken this eighteenth day of Auguſt, 1756, before me John 
Hewitt. mayor of the ſaid city: Who being upon oath ſaith. That in the months of June or 


July, 1754, be this informant, worked with Thomas Lightowller, of the city of Coventry, 


engine turver, as his articled ſervant, and to learn the buſineſs of engine turning; and that dur- 
ing that time he has ſeen Jonathan Tilley, of the city of Coventry, glazier, and the ſaid Tho- 


mas Lightowller, coining ſhillings with the preſs now in my cuſtody. That Joſeph Lee, late of 


Bed worth, ribband weaver, has often come to this informant's maſter, the ſaid Thomas Ligh- 
towller, two or three times a week, and once brought a ſilver tankard, which was after- 
. wards cut to pieces and melted down by the ſaid Thomas Lightowller, with copper, and run it 


into flat batrs. and drawn through the draw-bench to about the thickneſs of a ſhilling, which 


he then pretended was to make into buttons, but this informant never ſaw any buttons made, 
but has ſeen the ſame things made into ſhillings. And this. informant has ſeen Thomas Dum- 


bleton at the ſaid Thomas Lightowller's houſe, aſking if he was fluſh of money, and this infor- 


mant hath carried a parcel to the ſaid Dumbleton's, which he believes to be ſome of the coun- 
terfeit money. | g 6 


Sworn before ]. „ 1 | = = CHARLES HIGGINSON. 


Mayor, Aug. 18th, 1756. : 


WY 
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PE "Im = See the anſwer, 29th June. The day before the aſſizes 
the ſolicitor came down to attend them, when to my great ſurprize, 


he had not nen one council for; the king; ſaid he was diſap- 
pointed, and relied on Mr. Serjeant Willes, though he had been 
gone to Ireland ſeveral months before, as Lord chief Baron: I in- 


lifted upon his ſending an expreſs: to Northampton. where the judge 
and coucil then were, and to Mr. Gueſt, who with Mr. Taylor White, 


7 were the only council at liberty ; ; the others, the priſoner's attorney 
had retained in their behalf, by whoſe great attention they all hop+ 


ed to eſcape, relying upon l homas Lightowller being the only evi- 
dence againſt them. I found 1 ſtratagem not to undeceive them 
e in 


* ** 8 
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SIR, | . n 915 Theme alt 957 
Lord C. ]- Willes goes the Midland circuit, I have attended him 10 geta day longer at 
Coventry, but have not been able to ſpeak to him ; however, I have laid your letter before 
him and will acquaint you with his reſolution. I have ordered H. Lightowller a weekly al- 
lowance, to keep him above want. It you can, it would be highly proper, to get againlt the 


trials, one or two of the counterfeit ſhillings. I am. Sir, 


Pleaſe for the future. to dire io Vuoour moſt obedient humble ſervant. _ 
John Jeffreys Eſq: Member of Parliament, EO bs WILLIAM — 
at Mr. Chamberlayne' . in Gough Square, London. 1 hg 78 


Covemzy } The e of John Gilbert, of the pariſh off 8. Michaels, n the 
To wit. city of Coventry aforeſaid, ſaleſman, taken upon oath this 14th day of Au- 

guſt, 17:6, before me, John Hewitt, Mayor of the ſaid city. 
ho being upon oath faith, That about ſeven or eight months ago, he being employed 


to ſell the goods of Samuel Welton, brazier, of the city aforeſaid; and that David Lee of 
Bedworth, in the county of Warwick, broker, and two of his ſons, attended the ſaid ſale; and 


one of whom having bought a ſaucepan, offered two ſhillings for the payment thereof, which 


this informant believing to be bad, applied to one Mr. Cratern for his opinion, who pro- 


nouncing them bad, the lame was returned to the ſaid Lee 8 ſon; : ang: this informant further 


ſaitb not. | 
Swon at the faid iy, the day and year _"—_ 1 JOHN GILBERT. 


written, before me, v9 HEWITT, Mayor 


The e of the 1 


John Spell - 2 0 0 | 
Samuel Brown - 2 o o| ig Jo Spell - Tilley. Jonathan Bailey Lee, 
Henry Lightowller 7 10 O | onathan Bailey do. Thomas Daws. do. 
Charles Higginſon - 1 o o Tilley's ., Thomas Daws do. | Francis Moore do. 
William Pentlow - 7 10 o Samuel Brown do. r 
onathan Bailey - 1 0 o 1 ohnſon. I Charles Wainwright. 
homas Downs - 1 0 © ackſon. e 
| e 
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in that particular neceſſcky. gh 1 nevet thoug nt of lag 
omas Lightowller an evidence, expecting that he ue cettainly 
be bonvided: at Lancaſter, and if ſo, muſt ſurely: ſuffer, Who had 
been the firſt cauſe of ſuch infinite injuty to this country, and as 
the ſame evidence would appear to prove him coining, upon whas 
. bad been W 110 e * andert by, on 10 as s his 
| Pupils F 
"Henry Lightbwller was brought deen by the keepeiof RI FAY 
ſon directly to my houſe with his fetters on, as evidence for the 
wii (he ſhould have come at perfect liberty 7 to prevent his hav- 
ing any converſation with the priſoners, -1 ſent him to a Private 
room, previous to which, I and the ſolicitor got off his ſetters in my 
| cellar, To that the plan of our proceedings principally remained a 
ſecret with myſelf. The ' briefs not being ſettled, had not been 
delivered 10 council; conſidering the Rrength of council againſt us, 
and the ſhort time to be prepared to try all the priſoners, I thought 
it moſt adviſable to try only two, and ur off the trials of the 
others till the next afſhize. 
Lord Chief Baron Smythe came to town we next © day, before 
whom the aſſizes was to be held; Tilley and Lee were put to the 
bar, and had their choice of being tried jointly or ſeparately, they 
both choſe the former: They were indicted for coining, and for 
having coining tools in their poſſeſſion, which were proved againſt 
them by indiſputable evidence; and upon which they: were found 
guilty. Tilley's behaviour was both inſolent and abuſive to me and 
the court, which did him great hurt in the opinion of the people, as 
well as determined the judge with reſpe to their fate, and he left _ 
them without any hopes of a reprieve. The public ſervice I did 
the country upon this occaſion, as it hath, upon almoſt every other 
act of public ſervice, created ſome irreconcilable. enemies, though 
moſt Uunjuſily and ungratefully ſo, becauſe the unhappy man Tilley 
was in their debt, and 251 80 a pardon, engaged to 11 9 See an 
. Ketter. 13 e, i, of . 
— — :) —:ʒ̃—d —ü—ä— ' 


8 VA Nee * 1 0 'Aaged, 1756. 
"YOUR JUFAO 7 condut as a magiſtrate appears to me worthy of encomiums, permit me 
neverthelels, who have no other motive than what flows [rom pure N Sto an 

advocate 


* % 


if 


cern ſor the unhappy delinquents,— a concern in which I am joined by many, wh 


Henry Lightowller; Ces 


Mas Light oller took his trial at Se cr. xt 6 pt: , 
e wa uit. e 


ze ok 
1. 1 t not the hiſtory of this man,” 
I we U be very acceptable to my readers, as 
well as Callriathintg : A detainer was lodged againſt him at Lan- 


| 1 * p 6 N 
4 z 2 4 — 
0 * LE 7 * 


% . \ 2 
. nn "PPE. 4 8 8 eee — - 8 * >. 8 — 8 ; . £ nnr f 5 1 : 
= a ” * * > 1 83 : * . n * * NA , : : — * " * 
2 *% | 1 +8 4, 
1 * 8 


2 5 83 F 
* » $2" $ N . e 
93 * . ” 1 11 


ene Alg: ſſed ——fo tbe Kbreded Cation. of the. cis 6 l 4 children of the un- 
happy priſonets under ſentence of de n — a ſentence however ju uſt, calls for the pity of 
the generous and humane, let that pity, the bright inhabitant of the human breaſt, plead 


in their behalf, and, in the imitation of our Saviour's s divine example. of overcoming evil 
with good; let Tilley's treatment of your. worſhip be an occaſion of diſplaying y our heroiſm, . 


by more than forgiving it (ſuppoſing it other than the effe& of liquor, hh can hardly 
== by uſing your endeavours, that after judgment, mercy; (that bright attribute of the 


| y be remembered : don't mean by wholly. remitting the ſentence, but by miti- I» 
W the ſeverity of it, by getting it exchanged for tranſportation or otherwiſe; w Ser in” 


ought by ſome udicious perſons, might be effected by your hand to a petition; N that 
of the body corporate, or the members, Mr, Greatheed,, and Mr. Grove; but the; manner 
af it (as well as the matte er © is ſubmirted. to-the ſuperior judgment of your worlhip, and their 


x your brethreri. ' Perhaps you'll ſay that leniiy to individuals is cruelty to multitudes: 3 | 


in ſome caſes it is ſo. and I am ſar from extenuating the crime of coining, but bad; as it ig 


in its nature, and though the law has mad e it high treaſon, it is not the worſt ſpecies ofiit, it, 


neither conſpites againfl the life of 1 majeſty, nor intentionally any of his ſubjecttʒ a 
 Efubmit it. with: due 


rence) hether it ſhould gave the ſame puniſhment; and here I muſt beg pardon for the 
ſeeming boldneſs of my animadverſions, which nothin would have occaſioned but m * con- 
0 


jpg hearts bleed for the diſtreſſes bringing upon themſelves (the- priſoners) and, families. It 
they vad not been men of good characters before their engaging in this unjuſtifiable and per- 
nicious practice. unhappy for em, (which proper. repreſented to hin majeſty would Kine 


from his — have weighty); T ſhould not have taken up my pen in their behalf, 


and though they might have known chere was a law which made it a capital Crime, it's ol. 
ſible they EE? not apprebend the injury it might be of to the public, but thought it” (their | 
money) would paſs current; and this I even think probable from their general gobd cha- 


1Rer, and it no way contradids what appeared on S107 trial, with regard to trading in it. 


Some puniſhment for example ſake, to be ſure. is 
other than death, become uſeful member 


2 favour; and that is Ann Johnſon, his ſervant, (the tryih.of which may be known. 
by enquiry of her father Thomas Johnſon, who works with Mr. Craner the curr er), made a 


Quere, whether they might not, ir 


| miſtake ir in lay ing. that the mals Which came out of the co 8 or furnace, was like a lump 
of lead. and the confuſion and hurry fliewas in, hindered her from clearing it up before” jj 


court ; the mea; 4 10 n hin is really was, a lump of braſs. I am, Sir, 
. 3 1 worlhip's moſt r obecient Brett. 
„ een e ht * eee . A NONY M0 es 94 3 


ira, „ „ hon, a, © HY remained 


424925 


Caller, in order for His femoval to take his trial at ebe; be 


difference, to the laws 1 live: under (for which 1 give the greateſt reve- 


of fociety.._ 1 malt not omĩt a cirtumſladce, I think” 


Wet; 


1 Aa ser abweng aha; Win 9 nen rem _ 
| Tilley faffered a. yep to their lemence.” Tn OO: 
3A the next allize I waited on the ſollicito Ir = of. the, mit, in 910 
3 order to. have the briefs for chun pared, and council „ 
_— + ſolicitor aſſured me nothing ſhould be wanting, and t oſed 
A our going down, together; I to my lurprize Jet out before me | 
=. when I as. ſpeedily as poſſible ſet out polt- aſter . hin ' and ar- 
= - Ttiwedin Coventry as the judge was going to court, to open his 
cdommiſhon: I followed immediately, but to my great aſtoniſhment, 
"Ih the follicitor and council were admitting Kto ball, and diſcharging all 
= the priſoners. without giving me an oppörtunit ty to peak upon the. 
A ſubject; without my ever receiving or kne Wing to this day, the leaſt 6”, 
P, = doing: The confequences 1 then forctold Would be 
dite numbers, and injuri ious to the public in general. From the 
© account 1 hase publiſhed of his life almoſt from Mis: birth 1 Tulfy 
evince that it was not in his 4 p wer. to refrain, or reform. The | 
executing four of his pupils for being taught by him, his trealonable 5 
trade, and the chief offender to ecſape with impunity, diſcoufaged 
me from proceeding any further, and the buſineſs ended, as Mr. | 
Wyre he ard 14 2 Ttex, "16 ntil the 


N 


Thu V prognoſticated. I never 
=. Pear 1765, being at Sheffield upon an en ; 
_ . * : numerous confederacy, the Coventry gang, and 1 857 Arn 
— on e juſtices on that buſinefs; I was very ſuddenly called up- 5 
= on by: the dratecr by my name, that a gentleman wanted to fpeak to- 

me; I was a little ſurprized, as 42 as 4 T to hs, 75 en name 

_: mentioned, as I had given a fri e 

=. - me, and. with” was at his own fr 10U; | er | 

being in town, and was more ſur 3 to be into a par- 

ige Lightowller, whom I had not ſeen nor heard. of for o 

13 long a tihe: F immediately expreſſed my hopes that he had made 

prope uſe of the 4's he had met a at Coventry; to which he 

at the buſineſs he came to me upon, was to 

1 Me ſo, and was determined never to follow 
n 48 e 3 any more; to convince me of which, he gave me 
1 a he had received from . toquefling him to ſend 1 
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Pence, Iron for the pan according! to this prop 
to be ſet on 6 plates to every pan, fi of 6 Will, contain 180. wt. the 


met amt-employed in the int! Tel to che Fall. 


y : c. were allowed by the olficetsof akin mint, whe pro- 
Cover War, as „ gh finiſhed Wirk an app ratus, equally 
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8 ot F "Beatin pally of AY 8 feet long 4 EF 0 two feet 
and a half e leep, or there abouts; the loweſt price for caſting 


and making 1 up. the work, in all an inch thick ies ne the 
6 work two ſettlers the fame with. the pan 


The pits four, to be flagged, each g yards By 5. wida and a ind 


aeg at the deep-end, and 30 inches at the ſhallow end; the working 


of a pit. of this] roportion, will require | 6 men; the work will gmount 


to 68 feet every ſquare yard, Which! is the loweſt rate that can be. 


The rates of he EY af earth. e wenge per yard, if rock four 
tion for the pans 


iron muſt be caſt iron according to the uſual rate 81. per ton; every 
plate 5 feet long 18 inches broad and 1 inch thick, iron quare and 
flat for the pans in fire to be ſet on, for every pan gd. wt. about 
24 ſhillings the hundred. The rate for the boiler or allum maker 


ol. per year, the mine burner the ſame. The rate for kilp 30 ſhil- 
lings the ton, this is the higheſt; the kilp men agree with/the lord of 


the ſoil for the kilp, and * lord of the mine carries it to the mine 
from the place where it is burned. The rate for urine is 1d. for ſour 
callons being one firkin, four of which make an horſe load; the 
lord of the mine is to be at che coſt of bringing it to the mine and 


of the firkins. There muſt be two mother ciſterns and one waſhing 


cY.ern in the old houſe. 40 Yards of planks 2 inch thick and g.. 


broad of the coarſeſt wood lawn ; the length of the waste 1 5 Pe 


þ'Y wide, the lepgth, of the Apargs, 4 yards, ne EET 


8 a f mY ki... kf 
* | 
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Rock Rubbiſh, ,- 4 9 kit Gn 10 4 and Iron 


Houſe Men, - a Bhd 185 s. and Repairs. A. al; 


up will ſhew if it be heavier leſs taking, if ſhe be lighter.x 


DIRECTIONS concerning the A EL U M HO U 


$a "4 2 a Ip Oha n gf making £ * Ton, of Allus 2 "TAY X 
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L. . 4 d. 


Kilp and ads 13 9 1 'g 2 -  Sthith,Coopet * N 0 


80 Loa 


l Coals, 2 b 0 Alhum-makera 


N. W 


Cord- N]. od + ro tt, 6 0 Blanks, and, Bender 3 E 


DT 104 rol * einten 


At the felt is up your pans put in 16 tons of ib pin and ; 
tons of green liquuor, boil down your pan g tons, then give her g, 


tons more of green, liquor; if your liquor ddt. then 4. times taking 


N re taking, 
then take aſſay of her, and if ſhe be 36d wt. then draw her, if ſhe ex- 


ceeds that, ſhe's boiled too groſs; provided. that. the hath 8 ton of 


kilp lees; before you draw, let her ſtand 3 hours in your letlers, 


then draw her, and as ſhe runs off take aſſay, one at the top, ano- 
ther at the middle, and if ſhe's 29dwt.. at the middle, and 28d wt. at 


the top, You; muſt give her an inch of urine, if ſhe be BABE: in the 
middle, give her but half an E 1 

Ordinary liquor is 28d t. d lees . urine zdut. 1 or 3 . ; and 2 2 
half, green liquor 8d wut. „ 


P is 1 


: 
SOILS 0% 
i 


For the roaching, take it out of ie benne, a and put it into the 
roaching Pan. and as loon, as you dice n At to boi, ATA your, firs, | 
'N. B. You may ſet bene 28and 34 dat in cold weather, and at 
97 8 in warm weather K 5 


fo gfe 11:4; 3 BOP i 144 


Every pit of liquor muſt land rk hours, then draw all off | being 
weakeff, called liquor; then ess on with Four hah, which 
is to continue, 24 hours more, then, draw, off: after that 7 5 


„ 4, 4. 


beſt acht, liquor, and mig Biber into a dry, mine hed,, Jad (et hae 
land 4 hours, and then dray ber off; this ig the ane that Goth 
to be fan 8dwt. what, is over, f. abo Mews the rich nels. of che 
mine, 8 | bi,” 4 2 Pe, (20340 [14.75 
N. B. Every 285 fall of mothers fila pan. ton all 
eee eee F 
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1 manner, and to as 


cutters can, and by that 


* if rhe goods bs fold unde 


4 Lane more 
members of f darliament for the city, 
there is no fea 
in England, a 


that is to ſay, 
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in the coarſe way 30⁰0 weight per day, 
imme baſtard/230 lb wt. per Bay, and Rinde 150 lb. per day, Which 

im all will be 2 50 wt. per day, allowing one man to each hammer: 
vil be a grinding mill wanted to grind the files at; the water 
works will not ſerve for both uſes; the 
damage the water works, becauſe it requires but ſmall force, ſo that 
ey are not diſpoſed of, that building which is now Vacant. will 
A the end very well. 1 have underneath calculated the daily 
expence; but firſt that of compleating the works, and of the con- 
ſumption of coals, and Hee] per day, and irſt the [x i. with 
thezs — an 
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Propo ala * Plan of hi File 2 
As chere is always a demand for both foreign and domeſtic and 
I that in large quantities) which by getting up in ſo expeditious 
: great perfection as is performed by hand, will 
enahle a company to ſell a halfpenny per pound lefs than the fle- 
means the merchant will ſooner deal, allow- 
ing common diſcount for ready money, which is five per cent; and 
price, and half; a years credit, there is no 
igaticmof diſcount, but if they ſhould require diſcount then the 
ods ought to be Told at the price as others do; if one is obliged | 
' Uiſeount. than Sie do, then a company that can 
bear flock will have the trade, which if intereſt can be made to the 
in order for a patent, which 
r of obtaining, it will e as fine a manufactory as any 
and of great ſervice to your city, becauſe it wil employ 
a number of hands when completed. I purpoſe the machine'to con- 
iſt of 8 blocks and hammers with their furniture, allowing two ham- 
mers to one ſort of work, which I: intend” to get ut only four ſorts, 
coarſe files from 12 1b. wt. to half a lb. 
tard, fine baſtard, and ſmooths, being 
ly uſed; theſe hammefs, 
Mos per minute, when all at work, every 


Wt. erte baſ- 
the chief ſorts that are com- 
one with another, will perform 15000 


two hammers will finiſh - 


:uttin g 


in the coarſe baſtard, 300 do. 


part will not at all 


Fos 


—— 


4, 46 * * 


K 


* 
| For the cutting Mill. A 
I find 8 Rainer will coſt 4ol. each „ 2, 320 0 
A complete {ct of tools for the ſmith's forge - go 
' Three ton of iron flat and ſquare, at 16l. per ton 48 0 o 
Half a ton of ſteel, at 241. per „„. o 0 
Timber that will be wanted - ORE” 20 0.0 


There will be ſhane done 3 3 I cannot ell how 420. 0 0 
much, becauſe I do not know the dimentions of the place TT 
A grinding mill if a building is already erected, _—_ 140 0 0 
| ſtones and timber will coſt - — 18 
There will be required where the woke are coniylinin) 
30 firemen each fireman muſt have a hearth, anvil, bel- \ 180 0 o 


lows, hammers, and [wages at bl. Per dee . 
> d. &: . 5 
go Forgers at 3 o per day each. Smith's men 1 4 per day each. 
30 Strikers at 30 — — -— — Chiſſel men 18 
10 Grinders at 2 6 ——— Carpenter 2 8 —— 
. 3 —— Mam for lead wh . 


12 0 1b wt. eel at il. 48. od. per C. 2 ton of coals at 6d. per C. 
| Ware and tare 20s. 

E propoſe the machine to conſiſt of 8. hammers with their dlveks 
for cutting files upon, each block with its furniture (as near as I can 
poſſibly calculate) will not coſt 4ol. the hammer belonging to the 
blocks I can make each one to ſtrike $000 blows per minute, and J 
find by that (a man and boy to each hammer) will finiſh of the larg- 
eſt files called rubbers, and long flats, 300 wt. per day when all 1 is 
in order, which files are ſold at 4 Per Ib, the loweſt price. 


7 "Bite #7 
Coarſe baſtard files a are ſold at. - „„ per lb. 
Fine baſtard do. alt „ ͤ 0... 


Smooths large and finalt i in the common way o 0 10 —— 
I propoſe the machine to cut of coarſe baſtard 300 wt per day, of 


fine baſtard do. 250 per day, and imooth 150. Blows, . of files, 
4000 300 
5000. 3000. 2500. 1500. 3 U 1 300 
: ' cs. 5000 250. 
all files ! in the common way i. 322 A I 
e 15000 12⁰⁰ 


_—— 
. - mig 
— — — — — a 


wee : toes Is —ͤ—U— — NE ems — — 


lb. to a groſs of 1d. files 1 at 2 


194 to do 


] "6p er groſs forging. . 
8, < 6 per do. Striker to this 


o per do. 
o per do. 
o per do. 
oper do. 


27 to do. — 2 do.————at 2 
—_ 7: 31 to = 3 4d, ———at 3 
132 to do.———— 4 do. ———at, 4 
-: -- 90 to do.——— ; do. ————at 5 
108 to do. 6 do. ————at 6 
5 176 to do.- 558 bs do. ———at. 7 


Naa 
0 1 all zes above theſe are ſold at 8d. 
5 Such as large rubbers a man at 7d. 6d. and zd. 


564d. 


0. n 
o per do-. 


per lb. 
per lb. 


The Works to finiſh 108]. per Day 4 Work. 
O | Re as „ 
8 hammers at 1 8 pr. aay,o 1 18 41.4 For the cutting mill. 
2 ſpare hands 1 4 do. o 2 88 Hammers 40l. each. 
1 the ſmith 4 © do. 1 4 oA ſet of ſmith' s tools gol. 5 
= 30 men 3 o do. 4 10 fs Tons of iron at 16l. per ton. 
xx 30 Strikers 3 o do. 4 10 Half a ton of Steel at 241. per ton 
„ FD OIL [Timber gol. _ 
Does IGrinding milſtones, timber 140l. 
Steel 1200. atis. 4d. prc. 14 8 o goſets toolsfor the fle for er 180. 
Daily Expence. 2 4. d. 
30 Fire men with their ſtrikers at 2s. od. per day each 9 o © 
10 Grinders of the files ——— at 2 6 do.ĩð — 1 5 0 
ba 8 Hammer men nn les at 3 o do. — 2 1 
Smith at 6 O do. — 0 6 © 
; n — rs 4 eee Se 4 
A man to grind che chiſſels for the cutters un 18. 8d. do. o 20:9 - 
Carpenter , 91 8 
6 A man to make 3 blocks for the cuners 2 . 8 
120. Ib. wt: fteel at 11. 48. od. per C... 1 14 0 
Coals for go forgers 2 ton per day at 10s. . per ton — 1 0 © 
Ware and tare of the mills and tools of all lorts ——— 1 0 0 
1 —— ͤ ä —H — 
2 | 441 


1 ". And *. = works will finiſh 12 C. 1b. wt. of files per)” 
_ =aER day, which when at market will bring 108l. this isas near as — 

1 | I can collect from the prices of the different kinds of work. 108 0 9 
that muſt be done, excluſive of carriage from the grind- 8 
ing mill to the ne mill, and lome other [mall trifles. 


A 
1 = 


